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Abstract:

The Mahdid “Bant Mahdi” State was established in Yemen in about the

middle of the sixth Hijri century thanks to a religious movement by Abi ‘I-Hasan ‘Al1
ibn Mahdi. Modern researchers differed on the doctrine of the Bani Mahdi, with each
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trying to prove his opinion based on the statements of ancient historians and the coins
we have from the state of the Ban1 Mahdi. All the recognized coins of the Bant Mahdi
Dynasty were found in a treasure discovered in mid-1980 in Bayt al-Faqih “i.e., the
house of the jurist” that included 125 coins minted in one mint, namely Zabid and
chronologically affiliated with the era of both the Ban1 Mahdi State and the Ayyubid
State. All the coins of Ban1 Mahdi were minted by the Zabid Mint only. That treasure
covered the period from 560 to 567 AH. The same inscriptions of the coins continued
for seventeen years, representing one prototype. In this research paper, the coins of
Bani Mahdi were studied analytically in light of historical sources to reveal the truth
about the doctrine of Bant Mahdi, which former researchers differed in defining based
on these historical documents.

Keywords: Aba ‘I-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Mahdi, treasure, coins, Zabid, Bani Mahd state.
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