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Challenges of applying the quality Standards issued by the Council
of Exceptional Children in individual educational programs ior people with
intellectual disability and suggested solutions: “Aqualitative study” /7

The study aimed to reveal the challenges and reasons leading to the non-
application of some quality standards issued by the Council for Exceptional
Children (CEC) on individual educational programs for people with intellectual
disabilities, and the possible solutions and standards that are most and least
applied from the point of view of teachers and directors in day care centers in the
city of Jeddah. The study sample was composed of (5) female directors and
twenty-five teachers from day care centers in the city of Jeddah, the researchers
used interviews, document analysis, and using the qualitative approach, the
following challenges were reached: Challenges related to those in charge of
implementing individual educational programs, students with intellectual
disabilities and their families, and challenges There are multiple administrative
issues that hinder the application of the quality standards of the Council for
Exceptional Children. Also, there are some solutions that were suggested

in this study to reduce the challenges of implementing the individual
educational program in accordance with the standards for exceptional children,
such as preparing an integrated team of members of the special education work
team, specifically the assistant teacher, while ensuring that they must be
professionally competent, provide a clear mechanism through which the roles of
each of the work team members and the teacher are defined accurately and clearly,
and the necessity of professional development for teachers and work team
members through effective and purposeful workshops and training courses.
Among the most applied standards is: utilizing students’ strengths to enhance,
develop and maintain developmental skills. Among the moderately applied
standards are: organizing educational materials and methods to implement
individual educational plans. Among the most important recommendations is
preparing a team of qualified personal in the field of central quality management,
which is concerned with monitoring the quality of individual educational programs
in particular and day care centers in general.

Keywords: quality standards, Council for Exceptional Children, individual
educational programs, people with intellectual disabilities.
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