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The efiectiveness of digital stories in the development
of communication Skills of individuals with intellectual disabilities:

A systematic review
May Alessa & Ruba Alsamari & Randa Alogimi

Abstract

With the revolution of technological progress, a number of laws and
legislations have obligated the employment of technology in the process of
educating individuals with intellectual disabilities. As a result, education
has become committed to search for new strategies to keep pace with this
global technological development. Because of that, the current systematic
review aimed to examine the impact of the effectiveness of digital stories in
developing communication skills of individuals with intellectual
disabilities. To conduct this review, seven databases were searched: Google
Scholar, ResearchGate, EBSCO, ProQuest, Sage Journals, Dar Al-
Mandhamah, and Al-Manhal applying inclusion and exclusion criteria
which are studies that dealt with the effectiveness of the digital story only
as a single independent variable with exclusion for studies that looked at
the effectiveness of the digital story with other accompanying strategies,
studies published in Arabic or English in peer-reviewed scientific journals
with the exclusion of reports and master and PhD theses, studies that
included individuals with intellectual disabilities from early childhood to
secondary school with the acceptance of studies whose sample included
50% of individuals with intellectual disabilities and not having other
accompanying disabilities, studies that were published between (2004-
2023), and studies that followed experimental research designs or single
subject designs. The results of the review indicated the effectiveness of
digital stories in developing the verbal and non-verbal communication
skills of individuals with intellectual disabilities. One of the limitations in
this review was that the studies included were conducted by experimental
designs and single subject designs, which are characterized by a small
sample size; thus, this makes it difficult to generalize their results.
Moreover, one of this review’s recommendations is to encourage
educational specialists and practitioners to employ digital stories in the
educational process to develop communication skills of individuals with
intellectual disabilities.
Keywords: effectiveness, digital stories, communication skills, individuals

with intellectual disabilities, systematic review.
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