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The role of universal design for learning in improving the quality of
learning for students with learning disabilities: A systematic review ./

Rana Alhehri & Moshaal Alharbi& Mona Algarni

Abstract
The current study aimed to conduct a systematic review of studies that

addressed the role of universal design for learning in improving the quality of
academic learning of students with learning disabilities. This study followed
the PRISMA checklist (2020) to prepare the systematic review protocol, and
the specified databases were searched in Eric, SAGE Journals, EBSCO and
Almandumah. Other sources were manually searched according to inclusion
criteria represented in studies that (a) fell within specific research terms, (b)
had a sample that included students with learning disabilities in the academic
stages, (c) used the experimental, semi-experimental mixed-method designs
and (d) had been published in peer-reviewed scientific journals. The search
identified 1,951 studies, of which 6 met the specified inclusion criteria. These
studies were analysed and examined, their quality was evaluated, and
conclusions were drawn. In general, the current systematic review indicates
the effectiveness of a universal design for learning in improving the quality of
academic learning for students with learning disabilities. The most prominent
difficulty that arose in this review was the lack of published studies on the
effectiveness of a universal design for learning to improve the quality of
academic learning for students with learning disabilities. Accordingly, the
researchers recommended conducting additional studies that contribute to
applying a universal design for learning effectively in all educational stages,
the various social and behavioural skills involved and other factors.

Keywords: academic skills, students with learning disabilities, universal
design for learning.
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