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Provision of transitional services for deai and hearing-impaired
students as perceived by their teachers

Daliah Atiah Altewirgy & Dr. Abdullah Ali Alrubaian

Abstract

The purpose of the study was to investigate the reality of transitional
services provided to deaf and hearing-impaired pupils in the Qassim region
from the perspective of their teachers. Using a questionnaire, the study
employed a descriptive survey methodology to address the study questions.
The study sample consisted of 96 teachers of deaf and hearing-impaired
students in inclusive schools and HOPE institutes at the intermediate and
secondary levels. According to the findings of the study, the provision of
transitional services for deaf and hearing-impaired students was highly rated.
Independent transitional services ranked first, followed by academic
transitional services, while professional transitional services came last. The
results also revealed significant barriers impeding the provision of transitional
services: the barriers related to educational institutions and relevant
community organisations came first, followed by family-related barriers, then
those associated with deaf and hearing-impaired students, and finally the
challenges related to teachers of deaf and hearing-impaired students.
Additionally, there were no statistically significant differences in the
responses of the study participants regarding the provision of transitional
services and the barriers to their provision based on variables such as gender,
specialisation, educational level of students, educational institution system,
and years of experience. Nevertheless, significant disparities were found in
relation to the variable of hearing loss severity. On the other hand, no
variations were detected in the responses of the study participants regarding
the barriers to the provision of transitional services based on the degree of
hearing loss, except for the dimension of barriers related to teachers of deaf
and hearing-impaired students, with higher rates for the study participants
who teach students with moderate hearing loss. In light of the findings, the
study recommended that community institutions be encouraged to participate
in the transition planning process and that deaf and hearing-impaired students
and their families be included in the transition planning.

Keywords: transitional services, deaf, hearing-impaired.
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