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Abstract:

The environment is often considered a vital target during
armed conflicts; as hostilities are directed against it; the parties to
the conflict do not respect the rules of protection guaranteed to the
environment in international law, especially with technological and
scientific development, as well as the development of weapons,
including nuclear weapons and weapons of mass destruction. With
reference to the rules related to international responsibility in
international law, there is no doubt that the parties violate
environmental rules during armed conflicts, in the event of a breach

of international obligations.

Accordingly, since protecting the natural environment during
armed conflicts is the goal of this study, which is considered
important; especially in light of the legislative shortcomings and the
ineffectiveness of the rules of international humanitarian law, this
research relied on the analytical descriptive approach of many
legislative and regulatory texts related to the research topic, in
addition to shedding light on the legal rules that must be applied to
protect the environment during armed conflicts, and the extent to
which it is possible to determine the international responsibility of

the state violating international environmental law during armed
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conflicts, by stating the concept of international responsibility for

environmental crimes.

The research concluded that international humanitarian law
and international custom do not provide adequate protection for the
environment despite the many agreements that include reference to
this, but they have lost their effectiveness due to the condition of
military necessity. Current laws also include vague and unclear
provisions and set a very high threshold for assessing
environmental damage, and that individual responsibility alone is not
sufficient to address this. To address this, the research
recommended the necessity of adopting a new treaty whose main
objective is to seriously protect the environment in times of armed
conflict, and that states have a more effective and fruitful role in

this.

Keywords: Environmental law, international agreements,
environmental damage, environmental crimes, international

humanitarian law.
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M CPJI, 26 juillet 1927, Usine de Chorzow (Allemagne/Pologne),
Recueil CP ]I, Serie A, n 9, p. 21.

@ CIJ, 2 February 2018, Certain activities carried out by Nicaragua in
the border region (Costa Rica V |/ Nicaragua) - Question of

compensation, 8 34. «in the case of alleged en- vironmental
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damage, the question of their existence and the link of causation
may raise particular difficulties. It may indeed be that the damage is
attributable to several concomi- tant causes, or that the state of
scientific knowledge does not allow it to be linked with certainty to
the wrongful act by 2 causal link”.

() PNUE, The Kosovo conflict: consequences for the environment
and human settlements, 1999.

@ Final report to the Prosecutor by the Committee Established to
Review the NATO Bom - ing Campaign against the Federal
Republic of Yougoslavia, 3 juin 2000, 8 17. «Much of the
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environmental contamination which 1is discernible cannot
unambiguously be attrib- uted to the NATO bombingy.
(1 Pierre-Marie Dupuy etYann Kerbrat, op. cit., pp. 526-527.
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