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The Great Mosque in Granada
Between the Two Centuries (5- 8 AH/ 11- 14 AD):
An Architectural Archaeological Study
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Abstract:

The Crusades movement became active in Andalusia after the fall of Toledo in 478 AH /
1085 CE, The prevailing trend of the Christian victor- at that time and during the subsequent
ages- was to annihilate everything related to Islamic civilization, and in particular what was
related to the Islamic religion, This resulted in the conversion of Muslim places of worship from
mosques to churches and cathedrals, As happened - for example - in the mosque of Toledo, the
mosque of Zaragoza, the mosque of Seville, the mosque of Almeria, the mosque of Malaga, and
other great mosques in the major Andalusian capitals, With this fanatical crusader orientation,
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our Andalusian Islamic civilization has lost many of its components and unique characteristics,
after it has become unknown from then to the present time.

Granada - before its surrender in 897 AH / 1492 AD - was the last refuge for the Muslims of
Andalusia, under the rule of the Sultans of Bani Nasr, Its great mosque - with its religious status -
was the beating heart of that city, However, it was not spared from that fanatical crusader
orientation, The demolition process soon began in the mosque - only nine years after the date of
the city's fall - to turn it from a great mosque into a church and then into a great cathedral, known
as "Sagrario”, Thus, the great mosque in the city of Granada ceased to exist, and it no longer had
any trace of it, However, fortunately, there is some important historical information, written by a
German traveler, about the Mosque of Granada, only two years after the fall of the city, when the
mosque was still in its complete architectural condition, In addition to some information in Arab
historical sources, some plans, as well as some European painters' paintings, Through all of
them, it was possible to prepare a comprehensive study on the architecture of that mosque during
the Islamic era, which some Spanish researchers- and others- talked about in specialized studies,
but it was not - in its entirety — sufficient, In addition to the opinions and points of view it
contained, it needs to be re-presented and discussed.

Key words: Architecture, The Great Mosque, Granada, Banu Ziri, Almoravids, Banu Nasr.
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