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Abstract:

This research examines a model of Greek architectural structures in Alexandria during
the reign of the Muhammad Ali dynasty, which played an important role in influencing
religious architectural structures in Egypt. One of these structures was the St. Nicholas Church
in Alexandria, which represented a religious institution for the Greek community during this
period. From a religious perspective, the Armenians are divided into two sects, the Armenian
Orthodox, who make up the majority and are subject to the Armenian Patriarch, which is the
denomination that refers to the straight or true faith. This denomination is the focus of this
research and the church continues to be one of the most important religious institutions for the
Greek community in Alexandria to this day.
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The study included an architectural and archaeological description of the church before
and after restoration, and revealed the architectural planning skills of the church, which
represented Greek architectural structures located within the province of Alexandria during the
Muhammad Ali dynasty period. This was a period of prosperity for the presence of Greeks in
this region, and the migration of many Greek communities to Egypt had a significant impact on
the presence of many architectural structures of various types, including religious institutions.
Among the most important structures created during this period was St. Nicholas Church. The
church takes the shape of Noah's Ark and represents great value for members of the
community as it was their place of prayer while in Alexandria. It also witnessed the baptism or
conversion of their children, and was a point of attraction for pilgrims and visitors, which
helped to revive Greek religious tourism in Egypt. It was dedicated to Greek sailors who used
to arrive in Alexandria and could see the small dome of the church and its bell tower from afar,
as it directly faced the sea.

Key words: Orthodox, San Nicholas, Greek Community, Alexandria.
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