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Abstract:

The Islamic city of Qurh, located in the southeast of al-Ula Governorate, northwest of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, is considered one of the most important Islamic cities that
flourished and developed during the early Islamic period. It became a complete Islamic city
and a real urban entity with several urban functions. The city of Qurh occupies an important
and strategic location on the Shami Hajj rout and the Egyptian (land) Hajj rout, which lead to
the Holy Lands of Mecca and Madina. It has also been described as the base of Wadi al-Qura,
and contains various cultural remains.Given the great importance of Qurah, and its
prosperous economic situation, it was necessary to establish what would protect and fortify
the city from all threats and attacks. Accordingly, this research aims to identify, study, and
analyze the prevailing defensive aspects in the city of Qurh, conduct a comparative study of
all these aspects, and identify its main functions, building technique, history, and the extent of
mutual influence and active interaction between Qurh and the various defense traditions in
the Islamic world.The research reached several important results that allowed us to re-
imagine the city's defensive elements and define their patterns and shapes, which will open
the door wide for researchers to expand the study of the city's defensive fortifications in the
future.
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