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Abstract:

The Almoravid dinar occupied a great position in the Middle Ages, which made it on the
top at the catalogs and researches of numismatics, due to its economic value, and its
characteristics that show its independent personality which distinguishes it from
contemporary coins and prompted the Christian West to imitate it later.

This was what drew the attention of scholars to the interest in conducting scientific
studies about it. But what is remarkable is that these studies proceeded in without paying
attention to the rare early Almoravid pieces that may be considered as primitive pieces in
relation to the developed dinar that the catalogs focused on, so those studies focused on
only the last stage of its development without looking at those rare pieces.

Several studies marginalized the political role of prince Abu Bakr and considered it an
honorary role after his return from the desert until the date of his death, by showing his
Image as a prince deprived of power who lived in exile in the desert, after his cousin
Prince Youssef bin Tashfin took over the kingdom, but this image remains inaccurate and
unfair to his great role.

This research is concerned with shedding light on the early publications of Prince Abu
Bakr, which illustrate the stages of development that the Almoravid dinar, with the aim of
uncovering that important and missing stage in the researches of numismatics, which its
existence is considered an important link in the circles of developing the shape and
expressions of the Almoravid dinar, and sheds light on the real influence that this strong
prince had through his coins and the relevant historical sources. The research also
publishes five new pieces, including four dinars preserved in the collection of Mr. Yahya
Jafar and one, which is preserved at the University of Tuibingen, Germany.

Keywords: Almoravid coins, Prince Abu Bakr, Prince Ibrahim ibn Abi Bakr, Sijilmasa
coins, early Almoravid dinars.
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