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Abstract:

The Indian subcontinent is an important center for crafts and handicrafts, All arts have
flourished in it: the manufacture of precious stones, textiles, metals, glass, carpets and other
arts. One of its most famous artistic products was printed and dyed cotton fabric, which was
exported abroad, especially to European and Arab countries, including cotton prayer mats,
which flourished in southeastern India in general and in the state of Andhra Pradesh in
particular, specifically in the coastal city of Machlipatnam or Musulipatnam during the 13th
century AH / 19th century AD.

The craftsmen depended on cotton to make this type of mats and it is distinguished by the fact
that its decorations were executed in an artistic style known as “Qalam Kari” or “Kalamkari”
using the pen, block printing, and dyeing with natural dyes. The artist excelled in preparing
and implementing them with extreme craftsmanship on these mats.

The beauty of these mats is increased by the fact that their design and general shape take on
an architectural character that is very similar to the facades of some mosques in Mughal India,
and they are decorated with floral decorations inspired by the local Indian environment or
influenced by the artistic styles that were prevalent during this historical period, such as
Persian or European influences.
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%9Bhushan, The Costumes and Textiles, P.35.
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Institute of Fashion Technology Bhopal, 2013.

3 Ghosh: Retracing Kalamkari's, P.4.
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