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An artistic archaeological study of three metal lanterns in Al-Habashi Mosque in
Damanhour published for the first time
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Abstract:

The lanterns are considered among the metal works of a fixed pattern because they are
linked to buildings in a fixed way« and due to the importance of lanterns throughout the
Islamic ages« they have received great attention from patrons of art and craftsmen alike«
as they are the major lighting method within the establishments in general and in
particular religious establishments. These three lanterns¢ the subject of the study« are
among the most important lighting tools currently in the Al-Habashi Mosque in
Damanhour. This mosque was established by Mahmoud Pasha Al-Habashi¢< one of the
notables of Damanhour who received Khedive Tawfiq during his visit to the city. After
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assuming power in Gomada Al Ola 1339 AH / January 1880 AD:« its construction began
in 1335 AH /1917 AD:« and construction lasted for about six years¢ during which
Mahmoud Pasha al-Habashi died« then his son Hussein Pasha al-Habashi completed the
construction in implementation of his father's will. In the year 1339 AH / 1920 AD« King
Fouad laid the foundation stone of the mosque.
This research aims at a detailed study of the three metal lanterns found in the Al-Habashi
Mosque in Damanhour in the Beheira Governorate in the Arab Republic of Egypt in
terms of the reason for their presence in this mosque« as well as in terms of industrial and
decorative methods« and to prove their relation to the time period in which they were
made and who ordered their manufacture based on inscriptions and decorative subjects
implemented on it.
Key words: Damanhour« Al-Habashi Mosque« Lantern« copper« decorations¢ Sultan
Qalawun.
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