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A Rare Dinar in the Name of Sahib Az-Zanj Struck in Al-Madinat Al-
Mukhtara in 259 AH
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ABSTRACT

This research investigates a rare dinar of great importance struck in Al-Madinat Al-
Mukhtara “the chosen city” in the year 259 AH, which is the capital that was taken by the
revolutionary Ali bin Muhammad, who led a revolution against the Abbasid state known as the
Zanj rebellion. The significance of the dinar under study is that it dates the revolution, which
represents one of the most important turning points in the history of the Abbasid state, as it is one
of the longest, most vicious disturbances that plagued the Abbasid government. The coins of
sahib az-zanj, on which the name Al-Madinat Al-Mukhtara appeared on, are distinguished by
their rarity, whether these coins are gold or silver, to which the dinar published in this research,
belongs. In addition the dinar under study is considered as the oldest model of dinars minted in
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Al-Madinat Al-Mukhtara, as it was struck in the year 259 AH. Furthermore, the dinar represents
a unigue prototype, as it is distinguished from the rest of the specimens that were published in
later years, that its central inscriptions of the obverse came in only three lines, while the other
dinars included five lines. And the importance of the dinar increases with what it bears of
inscriptions that appeared to be religious in its semblance, while deep down it came to reflect the
true political purposes of Ali. Therefore, these inscriptions came with phrases carefully chosen
by Ali to win the corroboration of both the Zanj, and the Alawites, whom he was claiming
affiliation. The inscriptions also reflected Ali's ideologies, which were evident even in the name
he chose for his city, which is "Al-Madinat Al-Mukhtara ", as well as the title "Mahdi" attached

to his name among the central inscriptions of the reverse.

Key Words: Al-Madinat Al-Mukhtara, Zanj Rebellion, Dinar, Mohamed bin Ali, Sahib
Az-Zanj
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