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Abstract:

The purpose of this research is to examine and publish a collection of religious symbols
that were engraved on gold plates, which were found within the wrappings of two mummies - the
priest "Wahibrasaneith" and an unidentified female mummy - dating back to the end of the Late
Period and the mid-Ptolemaic period (343-323 BCE). These mummies were discovered in the
western cemetery of Tell Tebilla, located 12 km north of the city of Mendes, the capital of the
sixteenth province of Lower Egypt, and 6 km south of the city of Dakrnis in the Al-Daqahliyah
Governorate in Al-Karma district.

Two groups of gold plates were uncovered; the first group was unadorned or featured no
engraved symbols and was used to cover the nails, while the second group included selected
symbols from the Book of the Dead. The symbols were arranged between the neck, chest, and leg
areas and were surrounded by a vast collection of amulets of various gods, such as Osiris, Horus,
Shu, Thoth, Isis, Nephthys, and others. The study is centered around several aspects, including a
descriptive and analytical analysis of the religious symbols etched on the gold plates, as well as
the correlation between the plate, its position on the mummy, and its related spell formulae.

Key words: Tell Tebilla, mummy, priests, religion symbols, Coming forth by day spells.
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