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The Atef Crown and the Beginning of its Appearance in Cylinder seal impressions
in the Levant during the Middle Bronze Age
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Abstract

The ancient Syrian cylinder seals played an important role in showing and confirming the
strength of trade relations and mutual artistic influences between Syria and Egypt during
the Middle Bronze Age (contemporaneous with the Middle Kingdom and the first half of
the Second Intermediate Period). These Cylinder seal impressions were full of purely
Egyptian symbols, signs and forms, some of which are Egyptian. These Egyptian symbols
and signs include the ankh, the symbol of life, the winged sun disk, the winged and regular
sphinx, and symbols of Egyptian deities such as Nekhbet, Horus, Amun, Khnum, Set, Ra,
and Hathor. Some shapes also appear abundantly on these Cylinder seal impressions, and
they are wearing Egyptian crowns, especially the Hathoric crown, the Atef crown, the
white crown, the double crown, the feathered crown, the crown of Amun, Khnum, Sete,
Sokar, and other Egyptian crowns and head robes. The appearance of the Egyptian Pharaoh
wearing the Atef crown and other crowns and holding the scepter appeared repeatedly in
these impressions. This research paper will focus on one feature of these Egyptian
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influences that appeared on the impressions of these seals, which is the Osirian Atef crown,
which was frequently repeated on them.

Key words: Atef crown, seal impressions, Middle Bronze Age, Alalakh, artistic
influences, trade relations, Syria.
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