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A Method for the Typology of the Elite Tombs in the Memphite Necropolis
of the Early Dynastic Period
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Abstract

The 'Elite' constituted a main driving force for the establishment of the Egyptian state
in the Early Dynastic Period. It was associated with all activities and fields related to
acquiring status and property ownership; and, they had rights to have special burials, which
projected the royal authority.

This paper seeks to set the criteria that determine the classification of Elite tombs in
the Early Dynastic Period in the Memphite necropolis, leading to the formation of Elite tomb
typology, such as: Sub-structure type, Super-structure type and facade decorations, the
tomb’s gross area, the presence of architectural subsidiaries, and funerary items.

Recently, researchers have tended more towards lumping rather than splitting, where
they prefer to join similar units into fewer groups rather than splitting them to form more
groups when a minor difference detected.The proposed approach divides the typology of
these Elite tombs into four main types: (1) Open-pit Mastaba; (2) Staircase Mastaba; (3)
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House-plan Mastaba; (4) Shaft Mastaba. Thus, providing sufficient scope for studying the
tombs of Elite in the Memphite necropolis in the Early Dynastic Period.

Key Words: Elite, Tomb Typology, Early Dynastic Period, Open-pit Tombs, Staircase
Tomb, House Tomb, Shaft Tomb
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