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Abstract:

De Morgan introduced the term “Predynastic Period” in 1896, and Petrie studied this period’s
pottery more than a century ago. Corrections to the latter’s system continue until today, but Petrie’s
seriation was described as having given an incomplete picture of the pottery of the period. It relied
mainly on pottery from Upper Egypt, as our knowledge of Predynastic pottery from the Delta
remained limited until the 1970s. Additionally, most of the studies of the pottery of the Predynastic
period are studies of pottery assemblages from particular sites or of certain aspects of this pottery.
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Therefore, this study traced the development of pottery between 3750 — 3085 cal. BC and
compared various attributes of this pottery from Upper and Lower Egypt. Results showed that the
differences were not only in types (P-Ware, B-Ware, and C-Ware in Nagada I, B-Ware then D-
Ware and R-Ware in Nagada Il, non-fiberous Ware in the early Lower Egyptian Culture and
fiberous Ware in the second half of the Lower Egyptian Culture, followed by R-Ware in Nagada
[11), but also in fabric (Nile A during Nagada I, shale and Marl Al and A4 during Nagada Il with
the former disappearing in favor of the latter in Nagada I11). Furthermore, there were differences
in shapes, as well as forming and firing methods. This study concluded that a comparative study
between pottery of the Upper and Lower Egyptian Cultures until mid-Nagada Ill can reflect
changes in the Egyptian society and identify its character at the beginning of the Dynastic Period.

Key Words: Predynastic Pottery, Nagada I, Nagada 11, Lower Egyptian Culture, Nagada I1I,
Ceramic Traditions.
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65Tassie, Prehistoric Egypt: Socioeconomic Transformations in North-east Africa from the Last
Glacial Maximum to the Neolithic 24,000 to 6,000 cal BP.
186Campagno, Marcelo, On the predynastic “proto-states” of Upper Egypt,GottingerMiszellen,
188, 2002, pp. 49-60; Dreyer, Giinter, Umm el-Qaab I. Das pradynastischeKonigsgrab U-j und
seine frihenSchriftzeugnisse, Mainz am Rhein: Verlag Philipp von Zabern, 1998; Jucha, Mariusz,
New protodynastic serekhs from the Nile Delta: the case of finds from Tell el-Farkha, Polish
Archaeology in the Mediterranean, 21, 2012,pp. 625-641.
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86-2017¢69 3 alall dadls — JAYI LK 2017 051 31-29 e
1%8Jucha, The Nile Delta since the end of the Lower Egyptian Culture until the beginning of
Egyptian state.
189 Abo-Elyazied, Ashraf, Helwan pottery collection of National Museum of Egyptian civilization.
Results of preliminary analysis, Prehistory of Northeastern Africa New Ideas and Discoveries,
Studies in African Archaeology 11, Poznan Archaeological Museum, 2012, pp. 81-89.
170Hassan, Fikri et al., Social dynamics at the late predynastic and to early dynastic site of Kafr
Hassan Dawood, Archéo-Nil, 13, 2003,pp. 37-46.
17INelson& Khalifa, Nabta Playa black-topped pottery: Technological innovation and social
change; Sowada, Black-topped ware in early dynastic contexts.
72Tassie, Prehistoric Egypt: Socioeconomic Transformations in North-east Africa from the Last
Glacial Maximum to the Neolithic 24,000 to 6,000 cal BP.
73Bréand, The protodynastic pottery from Tell el-Iswid south (Nile Delta) preliminary report on
the Nagada Il assemblage; Hendrickx, Rough ware as an element of symbolism and craft
specialization at Hierakonpolis’ elite cemetery HK6; Maczynska, Pottery from the central kom;
Jucha,Nagada Il — Old Kingdom pottery in the Nile Delta: a view from Tell el-
Akhdar;Wodzinska,A Manual of Egyptian Pottery, Volume 2: Nagada I11-Middle Kingdom.
7“Hendrickx, Crafts and craft specialization.
1Maczynska, Agnieszka, Were spinning bowls used in the predynastic period? Findings from
Tell el-Farkha, Prehistory of Northeastern Africa: New Ideas and Discoveries, Studies in African
Archaeology 11,Poznan Archaeological Museum, 2012,pp. 65-75.
76Bréand, The protodynastic pottery from Tell el-Iswid south (Nile Delta) preliminary report on
the Nagada Il assemblage; Hendrickx, Rough ware as an element of symbolism and craft
specialization at Hierakonpolis’ elite cemetery HK6; Jucha,Nagada I11 — Old Kingdom pottery in
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the Nile Delta: a view from Tell el-Akhdar; Maczynska, Pottery from the central kom;
Wodzinska,A Manual of Egyptian Pottery, Volume 2: Nagada I11-Middle Kingdom.

177 Jacquet-Gordon, Helen, A tentative  typology of Egyptian bread
moulds,StudienzuraltagyptischenKeramik, Verlag Philipp von Zabern, 1981,pp. 11-24.

178Tassie, Geoffrey & van Wetering, Joris, Early cemeteries of the east Delta: Kafr Hassan
Dawwod, Minshat Abu Omar and Tell Ibrahim Award,Egyptology at the Dawn of the Twenty-
first Century. Proceedings of the Eighth International Congress of Egyptologists, Cairo 2000,
Volume 1: Archaeology, American University in Cairo Press, 2003,pp. 499-507.

79Jucha, Tell el-Farkha 1998-1999: pottery from predynastic and early dynastic strata; Midant-
Reyenes, Prehistoric regional cultures.

80Moeller, Nadine &Marouard, Gregory, The development of two urban centres in Upper Egypt
during the 3 Millennium BC: The examples of Edfu and Dendera, From Microcosm to
Macrocosm: Individual Households and Cities in Ancient Egypt and Nubia Sidestone Press, 2018,
29-58; Rampersad, Sabrina, Introducing Tell Gabbara: new evidence for early dynastic settlement
in the eastern Delta, The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology (JEA), 94, 2008,pp. 95-106.
81\Wanget al., Predynastic beer production, distribution, and consumption at Hierakonpolis, Egypt.
182y/an den Brink, Edwin, A baking plate for bread loaves from the late Maadi-Buto settlement at
Tell Ibrahim Awad in the eastern Nile Delta, Egypt, Timeless Studies in Honour of Manfred
Bietak, Volume I, Peeters Publishers, 2006, pp. 55-57.

183Buchez, The study of a group of ceramics at the end of the Nagada period and socio-economic
considerations.

18%Maczynska, Pottery from the central kom; Smythe, Jane, The pottery from Operation 3 / Tomb
1 at Helwan, Egypt at its Origins, Studies in Memory of Barbara Adams. Proceedings of the
International Conference “Origin of the State. Predynastic and Early Dynastic Egypt”, Krakow,
28" August-1°t September 2002, Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta 138, Peeters, 2004, pp. 317-335..
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85Bréand, The protodynastic pottery from Tell el-Iswid south (Nile Delta) preliminary report on
the Nagada Il assemblage; Hendrickx, Rough ware as an element of symbolism and craft
specialization at Hierakonpolis’ elite cemetery HK6; Jucha,Nagada I11 — Old Kingdom pottery in
the Nile Delta: a view from Tell el-Akhdar; Maczynska, Pottery from the central kom;
Wodzinska,A Manual of Egyptian Pottery, Volume 2: Nagada I11-Middle Kingdom.
8Buchez, The study of a group of ceramics at the end of the Nagada period and socio-economic
considerations.
¥"Maczynska, Pottery from the central kom.
188Tassie, Geoffrey, Funerary feasts and the function of early offering-dishes, Cahiers Caribéens
d’Egyptologie, 13/14, 2010,pp. 61-72.
189Harvey, Stephen, A decorated protodynastic cult stand from Abydos, Studies in Honor of
William Kelly Simpson, Volume I, Museum of Fine Arts, 1996, 361-378.
90Hassanet al., Social dynamics at the late predynastic and to early dynastic site of Kafr Hassan
Dawood; Stevenson, Social relationships in Predynastic burials, fig. 1.
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Brewer, The Archaeology of Ancient Egypt Beyond Pharaohs;.
192Craig Patch, From land to landscape, Dawn of Egyptian Art; Stevenson, Material culture of the
predynastic period; Di Pietro, Grazia, Miscellaneous artefacts from Sawaydah (Petrie’s South
Town, Nagada),Egypt at Its Origins 3, Proceedings of the Third International Conference “Origins
of the State. Predynastic and Early Dynastic Egypt”, London, 27" July — 1% August 2008,
Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta 205 - Peeters Publishers & Department of Oriental Studies, 2011,
59-79; Di Pietro, Grazia, Models from predynastic daily life: a view from Nagada, Current
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Research in Egyptology 11 (2010): Proceedings of the Eleventh Annual Symposium Leiden
University, 2010, Oxbow Books, 2011,pp. 42-52; Droux, Xavier, Twinned hippopotamus
figurines of the predynastic period, Egypt at Its Origins 3, Proceedings of the Third International
Conference “Origins of the State. Predynastic and Early Dynastic Egypt”, London, 27" July — 1%
August 2008, Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta 205, Peeters Publishers & Department of Oriental
Studies, 2011, pp. 349-377; Podzorski, Patricia, Incense burners of the late predynastic period in
Egypt: An examination of the evidence from three sites, Egyptian Pottery: Proceeding of the 1990
Pottery Symposium at the University of California, Berkeley, University of California Publications
in Egyptian Archaeology, Berkley Number 8, 2003,pp. 22-37.

19Wwildung, Dietrich,Agyptenvor den Pyramiden. MiinchnerAusgrabungen in Agypten, Mainz am
Rhein: Verlag Philipp von Zabern, 1981, abb. 15.

194vanhulle, Preliminary observations on some Nagadian boat models. A glimpse of a discreet
ideological process in pre-pharaonic arts,pp. 289-312.

19%Hoffman, Michael, A rectangular Amratian house from Hierakonpolis and its significance for
predynastic research, Journal of Near Eastern Studies, 39(2), 1980, pp. 119-137.

19%Brewer, The Archaeology of Ancient Egypt Beyond Pharaohs.

197Bommas, Martin & Khalifa, Eman, Masks in ancient Egypt: emergence, development, function
and use, Scienzedell’ Antichita, 24, 2018, pp. 11-27; Friedman, Renée, Hierakonpolis, Dawn of
Egyptian Art, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2011,pp. 82-93; Friedman, Renée, 2014, The
masks of Hierakonpolis cemetery HK6, in Aegyptus Est Imago Caeli Studies Presented to
Krzysztof M. Cialowicz on His 60th Birthday, Institute of Archaeology, Jagiellonian University,
2014,pp. 115-127; Friedman, Renée, Masking in early Egypt: a view from Hierakonpolis, The
Physicality of the Other: Masks from the Ancient Near East and the Eastern Mediterranean, Mohr
Siebeck, 2018,pp. 49-65.

19%8Craig Patch, Diana, Introduction, Dawn of Egyptian Art, The Metropolitan Museum of Art,
2011,pp. 3-19.
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19power, Ronika &Tristant, Yann, From refuse to rebirth: repositioning the pot burial in the
Egyptian archaeological record, Antiquity, 90, 354, 2016, pp. 1474-1488.

20K 6hler, The interaction between the roles of Upper and Lower Egypt; Maczynska,Nagadan-
Lower Egyptian interactions during the 4" Millennium BC. A comparative study of pottery dated
to the Nagada Il period from the sites at Adaima and Tell el-Farkha.

201Castillos, Juan José, Upper and Lower Egypt in the predynastic period, Journal of the Society
for the Study of Egyptian Antiquities (JSSEA), 37, 2010,pp. 1-8.

202Bajeot, Jade &Buchez, Nathalie, The evolution of Lower Egyptian Culture during the formative
stages of the Egyptian state at Tell el-Iswid: The contribution of ceramic technology, African
Archaeological Review, 38, 2021,pp. 113-146.

203Mawdsley, Lann, Mortuary Practices and Social Relationships at the Nagada I11 Cemetery of
Tarkhan in Egypt, A thesis submitted for the degree of doctorate of philosophy, Centre for Ancient
Studies, School of Philosophical, Historical and International Studies, Monash University, 2020.
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24Maczynska, The Lower Egyptian-Nagada transition: a view from Tell el-Farkha.

1993 (I a3 alell ¢ el 4 pdie 6 dw) 0 puae duasidiJlan ((laan0s
2%6Braun, Eliot, Reflections on the context of a late Dynasty 0 Egyptian Colony in the Southern
Levant: interpreting some evidence of Nilotic material culture at select sites in the Southern Levant
(ca. 3150 BCE — ca. 2950 BCE), The Nile Delta as a centre of cultural interactions between Upper
Egypt and the Southern Levant in the 4th millennium BC, Studies in African Archaeology 13,
Poznan Archaeological Museum, 2014,pp. 37-55.
270wnby, Mary, Petrographic analysis of pottery from Tell el-Farkha, The Nile Delta as a centre
of cultural interactions between Upper Egypt and the Southern Levant in the 4th millennium BC,
Studies in African Archaeology 13, Poznan Archaeological Museum, 2014, 217-236.
208Bajeot&Buchez, The evolution of Lower Egyptian Culture during the formative stages of the
Egyptian state at Tell el-Iswid: The contribution of ceramic technology; Braun, Eliot, Identifying
ethnicity from prehistoric pottery in ancient Egypt and the southern Levant, Archaeological
Perspectives on the Transmission and Transformation of Culture in the Eastern Mediterranean,
Levant Supplementary Series, Vol. 2, Oxbow, 2005,pp. 140-154; Czarnowicz, Marcin, Erani C
pottery in Egypt, The Nile Delta as a centre of cultural interactions between Upper Egypt and the
Southern Levant in the 4th millennium BC, Studies in African Archaeology 13, Poznan
Archaeological Museum, 2014,pp. 95-104.
29Midant-Reynes, Béatrix, Tell El-Iswid 2006-2010. The archaeology of the eastern Nile Delta in
the 4" Millennium BC, Aegyptus Est Imago Caeli Studies Presented To Krzysztof M. Cialowicz
on His 60th Birthday - Institute of Archaeology, Jagiellonian University, Krakow, 2014,pp. 1-20.
2Hendrickx, Stan &Bavay, Laurent, The relative chronological position of Egyptian
predynastic and early dynastic tombs with objects imported from the Near East and the
nature of interregional contacts, Egypt and the Levant: Interrelations from the 4™ Through
the Early 3" Millennium BCE - Leicester University Press, 2002,pp. 58-80.

Ol L e 6 ) 0 pas LuadidiJlas (glaea?tl

32



AN BAET juae Chualiia a i) puae dBE A8 o (AU g gY) 3aT) Llall jma 4885 33
(24 2.8 3085 -3750) 4l Al 2

g2l sl 5
4 rall 5 dp el aal el 501

DR e Y Boall Bl a Aa s el (Sl Sl paad - 05 Ay (laas dene pal -
- bl alaall - Al o slall 5 () g3al) 9 3 jleall Alaa - uan — (lsla Dl — Q) J e eas] (laa
513 —495 - 2022 — 5520l 5 paalal) 23]l

1993 - ) Jla - plSall 4y jiie (8 Al 50 eae dpadld - Jles (Olaes -

il g Y Guelad) ol saigall Jlaed - jaia alle b dapal) 3y el 0N 5L il o - Gl dags -
86-69 - 2017 —5_alall dads — JEYI LK 2017 L5 31-29 e plle B

2004 - ALkl 5 all - jeae (Gl Ala s gl i L geand dalall T ghadll - e o)) g -
odad) aildas - ol 4slKe den 5 o Jaill ool s 85 lian) (3 pde 1j Ul b B jeas - 5ok ¢ i -
1999 - L e

Nia oy Al (ol el A jaall 56V aladiid Aul ) - dese e slend el palillue al ) e e -
DY A a1 sall ol oo Al - ailaly sl ¢ Al (e B lise g 3lad e Lkl g Ul B e seac
24-21-2016 2016 53 10 " ) ganll yo o 3a0 g HLaal" dayl ) dsaled) 4 gaill - 3 jalal) dadls

Gl Al i daladl & sl clalas¥) 8 sV e Sl e U5 Al jeaes jlias - ellae (xlla -
1992 - 4 paall Slas¥) diiCa - Gl lana) - o G U

2010 3,8l Aada ¢ JEYN 4 ¢ jinale

il Hall 38 ye e A jlcasll 4V 5 jean 8l ) B le juae G538 e o)) —aglall e s ¢ Jlee -
261-235 — 2017 —34 —isaill 5 4a

Oe IV Cauaill sl U CalY) DA ALEN 3L i ae Al jeae e - AKH ae (lay ) o S -
2014 €1 18-15 Jsanl joe Jan giall jadll Jsa g jan J ¥ Jsall paisall Jlaef - 2Saall Jad Al ety
127-107 - 2014 —5_ 818l ¢ il deLall 3 jalal) dada 38 je - 3alEl daals - JEY) 4K

ale dan i -3 51 e I J35Y) G el (e e (B g U i ey geme - eSSl iy (e -
2001 - goslls sl g b pall jSal pla- o o

daial) asl )l 52

- Abo-Elyazied, Ashraf- Helwan pottery collection of National Museum of Egyptian
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- Adams, Barbara - Predynastic Egypt - Shire publications - 1988.

-Adams, Barbara & Porat, Naomi - Imported pottery with potmarks from Abydos - Aspects
of Early Egypt - British Museum Press — 1996 —pp. 98-107.
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International Congress of Egyptologists, Cambridge 3-9 September 1995, Orientalia
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