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Abstract:

The present study aims to reveal the specific developmental changes executive
functions including planning, verbal fluency, and continuous attention in a sample of
autistic children and adolescents. by means of defining the most used and efficient
functions in the childhood and adolescence stages of, and revealing the differences,
both quantitative and qualitative, among children and adolescents with autism disorder
in relation to planning, wverbal fluency, and sustained attention. To achieve these
objectives, the study sample consists of 9 male and 6 female children with autism,
whose age ranged from 7 to 11) years old, with an arithmetic mean (36. 8 + 35. 1), and
an average mental age (23. 6 £ 2). 22, 1), as well as 9 male and 4 female adolescents
with autism disorder, whose age ranged from 12 to 16 years old, with an arithmetic
mean (33. 13+ 52. 1) and an average mental age (42. 10 + 63. 1). A set of instrume ntal
tools were applied including the Draw-A-Man Test, and a set of tools prepared by the
researchers that include aquestionnaire for monitoring developmental changes of some
executive functions in children and adolescents with autism disorder, and a test battery
of executive functions that includes the maze test, the verbal fluency test, and the
continuous attention test. The results of the study revealed that the continuous attention
function is the most common compared to the functions of planning and fluency, among
both children and adolescents with autism disorder. The continuous attention function
is followed by verbal fluency and then planning. The study also reveals that there are
both quantitative and qualitative differences between children and adolescents with
Autistic disorder in relation to planning, verbal fluency, and continuous attention. These
differences demonstrate developmental changes and the improvement of the efficiency
of executive functions in adolescents with autism compared to the efficiency of these
functions in children with autism.
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