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Abstract:

The extant study aims to understand the current status of the
endowments sector (Awgaf) in Saudi Arabia and the main challenges
the sector faces, as an example of the overall non-profit sector, which
1s significantly features in vision 2030. The study also aims to evaluate
the range of existence of women leadership in the sector. To achieve
the aforementioned objectives, the study surveyed 208 individuals who
work in the endowments sector, basing the survey questions on previous
studies and interviews with experts from the field. The results show that
many challenges exist in the sector, led by financial challenges. The
results also confirm that employees in the sector are aware of the
general aspects of the sector and they believe that it is an attractive one
for potential employees, although they posit that society needs to be
informed about the sector’s goals and operations. As per women
leadership in the sector, the surveyed employees generally
acknowledge that there is a low representation of women leaders in the
sector, despite their competency and leadership ability. The study
provides several recommendations that we believe should help improve
the sector and the development of its women leaders. Such
recommendations include increasing the awareness of the sector via the
different media outlets, working on the sector’s environment to make it
more attractive for donors, as well as developing training programs to
improve the leadership ability of all leaders in the sector, and especially
women leaders.

Keywords: Endowment — Women Leadership — Non-for-profit
sector — Saudi vision 2030
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