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Abstract

This study analyzed the Urban growth of the city of Al-Ula through the stages of its history,
highlighting the break of points over time between different periods of the city's growth. The
results indicate that the city went through three main stages of growth, each of which differed
in the form of development and urban growth, depending on the historical context and the
specificity of the stage that the city experienced. This is explained by the dynamics of growth
specific to each stage, the pattern of urbanization, and the functional role. The first stage was
associated with traditional urbanization and an agricultural oasis, in the pre-1970 period. The
second stage was associated with modern urbanization resulting from the economic
transformations witnessed by the Kingdom due to the increase in oil revenues, developmental
and planning policies, and its role as a regional development center. The year 2017 marks the
beginning of the third stage, as it was chosen to be a global tourist destination, driven by the

Kingdom's Vision 2030.
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