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Geo-environmental Assessment of Al Arid National Park,
Riyadh to Support Sustainable Tourism Development

"In Light of The Kingdom's Vision 2030"

ABSTRACT

The vision of KSA 2030 attached great importance to the development of
the tourism and entertainment sector in order to diversify the sources of income
in the Kingdom, In 2017 AD the Qiddiya project was announced as the largest
tourist city that will be the future capital of entertainment in Saudi Arabia within
the Al Ardh National Park, which is located west of Riyadh on an area 4640.75
km2, and the research was based on the interpretation of geological and
topographical maps, Landsat8 ETM satellite, and field study methods were used,
graphical and cartographic representations using Arc GIS 10.3, and statistical
analysis using SPSS, 24, It was found that the natural geographical factors
represent elements of strength They constitute basic determinants that have had
a great role in highlighting the components of the tourist attractions of the Al
Ardh National Park, and also clearly affect the opportunities for alternatives to
sustainable tourism development and their patterns. Opportunities for
sustainable development, which require facing challenges by identifying means
of coping; This highlights the importance of geo-environmental assessment in
establishing tourist parks, to ensure the success of sustainable tourism
development processes.

Key Words: Geo-environmental assessment, Al Ardh National Park, Vision 2030, Riyadh.
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