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The Urban System Network in Egypt
During the Period (1986-2017 AD)

ABSTRACT

The study of urban systems represents an important role in the
literature of the geography of urban settlement, regional geography,
and other related branches of geography, where the urban system is
one of the main pillars in the study of the geography of cities, which
focuses on studying the city from the outside and seeing cities within
the framework of points that constitute the components of the urban
system. It is interested in highlighting the spatial distribution and
spacing of cities, the sizes and rank of cities, the movement patterns,
the relationships that link cities to each other, the interaction between
the urban system network and the measurement of urban supremacy,
and the imbalance within the urban system network.

This study comes in an attempt to identify the characteristics of
the urban system network in Egypt during the time period of (1986-
2017). It is easily noticeable that the urban system has doubled in size
during the sixty years prior to the period under study. Therefore, this
study attempts to determine and monitor the spatial distribution and
analysis of the urban system network to reveal the changes of the
Egyptian cities' volumetric hierarchy that occurred during the period
of study in terms of studying several aspects such as: the number of
the existing cities and its size of population absorption, highlighting
their spatial contrast and differences at the national and regional level
of the volumetric hierarchy within the urban system network.
Moreover, determining the extent of the imbalance and the size of the
crisis in this system, and trying to shed light on the indicators of the
urban supremacy as a reflection of the degree of imbalance within the
whole urban system. Finally, the study attempts to present a future
strategy for the development of the urban system targeting a balanced
and effective urban system that could be capable of continuity,
absorption and containment in light of the accelerating pace of
population increase, especially within the urban centers.

Key Words: Urban System Network, Urban Balance, Urban Supremacy, Volumetric
Hierarchy, The Law of the Primate City, Rank, Size Rule.

{101}





