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abstract
The study examined the evolvement in land uses in the city of Diriyah during

the period 2004 - 2019: a study in urban geography.

The study adopted the historical, comparative method. Using geographic information
systems, such as (ArcGIS 10), the study made some land use maps of the city of
Diriyah; in order to identify the area of each use within the city of Diriyah and the
spatial change that occurred during this period of time. Moreover, the researcher used

these maps to extract data and numbers to achieve the objectives of the study.

The study reached some results, most importantly of which are: Use of land
for agricultural purposes and for extracting land resources ranked first in terms of
witnessing an increase of (4.2) km2; whereas use of land for residential purposes came
in second place as it had an increase of (0.88) km2 in (2004 and 2012). However, the
study found that area of ‘White Land’ within the city has decreased in 2012 to reach
(27.80) km2; compared to 2004 when its area was (33.95) km2 - with a decrease of (-
6.15 km2). However, there was an increase in the area of land used for all land uses
from one period to another between (2012 and 2019). In this regard, white land came
in the first place in terms of land area increase as it reached (58.14) km2; while
agricultural and resources extraction land came in second place in terms of land area
increase as it reached about (17.66) km2 in (2012 and 2019).

The study recommended planning lands for industrial use, warehouses and
storage purposes to be located outside the populated areas of the city in future plans. It
also recommended using geographic modern technology, such as geographic
information systems, to determine the best place for each use according to the

applicable standards set for each use.

Keywords :Land uses - urban geography - Diriyah city - Diriyah governoerat.
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