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A Brief Study in Fake Manuscripts
And Carbon-Dating Tests

Abstract:

Forging manuscripts is an ancient practice, perhaps as old as
manuscripts themselves. Fake manuscripts are an integral part of
studying and dealing with manuscripts. For most part, manuscripts are
forged for financial gains; however, this study focuses on a different
kind of forgeries. That is forgeries for civilizational and intellectual
purposes. This study is of the opinion that such forgeries must be
examined because their purpose is to change historical facts in order
to corroborate agendas that do not have any connection to the
historical and scientific content of manuscripts. In any case,
development in producing fake manuscripts is always matched with
development is discovering fakes and forgeries. In that context, this
study will discuss carbon-dating tests, which is one of the most
accurate methods in determining the age of manuscripts. The accuracy
of carbon-dating tests does not necessarily translate into abandoning
the expertise of researchers, as this study will demonstrate. This study
will shed light on one of the common cases concerning text on
parchment manuscripts. That is when the result of carbon-dating tests
differ from the actual age of the manuscript.

Key Words: Manuscripts, fake, carbon, dating, tests
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M. Adrien de Longperier.
Gold Coins of England - Robert Lloyd Kenyon, pp. 11 and 12.

8- Carlyon-Britton, P.W.P. 1909. The gold mancus of Offa, King of Mercia,

British Numismatic Journal, 1st series, vol. 5, p. 55.
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11-  Shatzmiller, M. 2018. The adoption of paper in the Middle East, 700-1300
AD. Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient, 61, p. 2.
Shatzmiller wrote, "Existing accounts consist of synchronizing events, notably

the transmission of Chinese papermaking techniques to the Middle East

through Chinese prisoners and the decision to replace papyrus with paper by
the Abbasid administration in Baghdad."
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12- Kahle, P. 1933. A lost map of Columbus. Geographical Review, October, vol.
23, No. 4, p. 628. Kahle wrote "Columbus is always referred to by Piri Re'is as
the 'Genoese infidel."
13- Kahle, P. A lost map of Columbus, p. 624.
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14- Adam, K. (2015, July 22). Discovery of ‘oldest’ Koran stirs new passions in
British city .Washington Post.

15- Coughlan, S. (2015, July 22). “Oldest” Koran fragments found in Birmingham
University. BBC
Professor David Thomas told reporters: “The person who actually wrote it
could well have known the prophet Muhammad. He would have seen him
probably, he would maybe have heard him preach. He may have known him
personally — and that really is quite a thought to conjure with".
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17- Encyclopedia Britannica: Carbon-14 dating.

18-  Santos, F., Gdmez-Martinez, |., & Garcia-Leon, M. 2010. Radiocarbon dating
of medieval manuscripts from the University of Seville. Centro Nacional
Aceleradores (CNA).

19-  Saudi scholars discredit UK’s claim of ‘oldest Quran.” (2015, July 27).
Arabian Business.
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26- Kilroy, S. 2018. The Birmingham Qur’an manuscript: An introduction to the
radiocarbon dating and conservation.
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He [Edward Cadbury] acquired the manuscripts to raise the status of
Birmingham as a centre for religious study and theological scholarship."
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