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Abstract :

The idea of constructing a new high dam in the south of Aswan
was strongly appreciated by the government of the July 23, 1952
revolution, after it had been resonating at successive periods of time.
The government of the July Revolution also found in the idea of the
dam project a major breakthrough in the success of its comprehensive
development plans, which it aspired to implement throughout Egypt.
However, the idea of the new High Dam project immediately
transformed from an agricultural economic idea into a rough political
rivalry between Egypt and Western countries, and then a subject of
competition between East and West in light of the Cold War, which
was raging at the time.

Since the early nineteenth century, the Germans had a great
interest in the waters of the Nile River, and they had constructive
ideas and proposals, in order to improve the Egyptians' benefit from
the river waters. A number of German travelers who visited Egypt
throughout the nineteenth century presented a number of these
proposals to the Egyptian governments. In 1953, a West German
company assumed engineering designs for the construction of the
High Dam, and major Western powers expressed their willingness to
provide financial loans to help in the construction of the High Dam.
However, the deep political differences between Egypt and major
Western countries led to the retreat of these countries from financing
the dam. Egypt was looking forward to federal Germany taking over
the construction of the dam, and for this purpose the Egyptian
government communicated with the German government in 1955, but
American pressure led to the refusal of the German federal
government to implement the dam project, which prompted the
Egyptian government to nationalize the Suez Canal because it needed
the revenues of the canal in the construction of the High Dam. This
resulted in a tripartite aggression against Egypt, from which Egypt
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emerged under the leadership of Gamal Abdel Nasser stronger than it
was before that aggression. In 1958 the Soviet Union [formerly]
undertook the construction of the High Dam after some modifications
were made to the engineering drawings prepared by the German
company in 1953.

Despite Germany's retreat from the construction of the High
Dam, the Egyptian-German relations have developed greatly in all
economic and cultural fields, for many reasons and motives, revealed
by the content of this study.
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