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Definition of Short Story:
Theoretical Introduction & Application model

Dr. Khaled Ashour

Abstract:

The search for a definition of the short story has been a
concern of critics of this art throughout its history, from its
inception until recently, whether in Western literature or in
Arabic literature alike. The efforts of critics and literary scholars
have varied in this regard to develop a definition of the short
story, but rather definitions. There were many critics or schools

of criticism, so we are facing definitions, not one definition.

These definitions varied from mathematical definitions
based on the number of words in the narrative text, to definitions
related to the artistic of expression within the story, from
language to characters to plot to style ..., to definitions related to
distinguishing the story from other arts such as novel, drama, and

portrayal.

As a theoretical input, this study introduces, reads and
criticizes examples of these definitions. Then, it presents an
applied critical reading of the anthology: "The Land of the
Qutna" by the narrator: Hassan Al-Jazzar, as a model for stories
that - in their reading - involved the application of some of these
previous definitions in Western and Arab criticism. It is an
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applied model that helps more in understanding these definitions
in light of a narrative text.

Key Words:
The short story - the definition of the story - the difference

between the novel and the short story - the narrative image - the
land of cotton.
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