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The status of public relations ethics research: a secondary
analysis of published articles from 2001 to 2023

Abstract:

This Study aims to examine the research trends in public
relations ethics research.

It uses the secondary analysis methodology to perform a
qualitative analysis of a Sample of studies published in peer- reviewed
academic journal in the fields of public relations and business ethics in
the time frame from 2001 to first half of 2023. The results indicate
that most studies discussed public relations ethics from two primary
perspectives.

The first focuses on ethics as an integral Component of PR
professional practices, while the second addresses ethics from an
academic viewpoint. The analysis of the former type of studies
focuses on the ethical decision-making process in organizations. On
the Other hand, the later form of studies presented techniques for the
integration of ethics in education and training. The results indicate that
a digital communication environment introduces more ethical
challenges.

The studied focused on the moral implications of modern
technologies such as advanced automation and intelligent systems.
Most of the studies used survey and qualitative methodologies, in
particular in-depth interviews to describe perceptions and attitudes of
Professionals towards ethical professional practices.

Key Words:
Public Relations Ethics - Secondary Analysis — Codes of ethics.
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