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The effect of following influencers’s pages on social
media on the characteristics of youth’s role models

Dr. Naiera Ahmed Shabaiek
Abstract:

This research has aimed to examine the effect of following the
content of influencers’s pages on social media on adopting the
characteristics of role models among Egyptian youth.and has
monitored the extent of Egyptian youth’s satisfaction with their living
reality in light of this various standards of quality of life presented by
the pages of influencers on social media.

This research is considered a descriptive research that has aimed
to study the phenomenon of Egyptian youth following the pages of
influencers on social networking sites, such as (YouTube, Facebook,
Instagram). The study has relied on the survey method and social
learning theory.A sample survey was conducted; on sample of 275
individuals from Egyptian youth born from 1999 to 2006, which is
university age and the beginning of full control over the youth’s future
choices.The study concluded that the motives and reasons for
respondents following influencers’ pages were entertainment as the
first motive, then the desire to be aware of what is happening on social

media, The respondents indicated that their first view of the
content of influencers’ pages is that it is a fake community that is not
honest in what it offers. More than half of the sample indicated that
following the pages of celebrities on social media makes them think
about changing their lives and makes them feel dissatisfied with their
standard of living reality. The results of the study indicated that the

* Lecturer at radio and television department, faculty of mass communication cairo
university
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largest percentage of respondents had not imitated the actions of
influencers before, while the other half had imitated their actions
before, and the most common actions they imitated were about (trying
clothes and fashions that they advertised, as well as restaurants and
food. And various products were supported by more than one
influencer, in addition to trying to film videos similar to those made
by influencers, while others were influenced by the influencers’look
on life, so they tried to appear with the same strength , the positive
look on life, and their way of speaking. The reason for respondents to
imitate the actions of influencers is to benefit in their personal lives
from the content they provide, then because they offer new and
exciting things, then because they want to appear up-to-date.

The results indicated that slightly more than half of the sample
refuses to take influencers as their role models, and they limited the
reasons for this they cannot take someone they do not know
personally as their role model.

Keywords: Social media — Youth — role model
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