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Memes on social media platforms and their impact on
students' perception of higher education concepts
Absract:

Humorous images and videos, commonly known as memes, represent
innovative forms of communication on social media, The study aims to
understand the nature of memes related to university education
circulating on social media, covering various topics such as lecture
attendance, assignment performance, study habits, and success.

The research also focuses on analyzing the influence of these memes
on students' perception of university concepts: online learning and
students’ attitudes toward academic cheating and their acceptance of
such behaviors, also university professors' awareness of the positives
and negatives of memes and its utilization in the educational process.
Both quantitative and qualitative methodologies were used: a quasi-
experimental study was conducted with 165 university students divided
into three groups: a control group and two experimental groups exposed
to positive and negative memes about education, also 3 focus groups
were conducted: university professors, mass communication students,
and computer science students, the study employed two theoretical
frameworks: semiology theory and the Theory of Planned Behavior.
The study revealed that humorous images take the forefront among the
categories of memes influencing the alteration or enhancement of
students' perspectives on university education. Furthermore, also the
analysis indicates that there was an increase in the approval rate of
cheating behaviors among students, also students in focus groups
indicated that memes exert a discernible influence on cheating
behaviors, fostering an acceptance of such conduct. Interestingly,
memes show students who reject these behaviors as unfamiliar,
different, and uncooperative individuals. Moreover, the discussions
highlighted how exposure to memes contributes to the acquisition of
new cheating techniques.

The study highlighted statistically significant differences in the
students’ attitudes toward cheating between the pre-test and post-test in
student groups exposed to positive and negative memes, favoring the
pre-test. also, notable statistical differences in students' attitudes and
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satisfaction towards memes between the groups exposed to positive and
negative memes, favoring the positively exposed group. Furthermore,
there were significant differences in students' orientation towards
memes related to assignments, academic tasks, studying, success, and
memes associated with online learning between the groups exposed to
positive and negative memes.

Additionally, the study explored how university professors use memes
in the educational process: Memes are utilized as a tool to motivate
students, captures their attention, break the fear barrier, enhance interaction,
foster a sense of harmony, and elevate students' reassurance levels.

Students in the discussion groups agreed that despite the humorous
spread of memes, they are sometimes employed for bullying, also the
professors pointed out that memes occasionally use real-life images of
individuals in a normal context but exaggerate them in a different
context creating a form of bullying towards these individuals.
Keywords: Memes, social media platforms, studentsm, perception
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