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The Existential Hero in the Egyptian Narrative Cinema
Analytical study (Quantitative- Qualitative)

Abstract:
This study aimed to analyze the frameworks in which the narrative
cinema dealt with the image of the existential hero, the issues that
occupied and defended him, as well as the characteristics of that
existential tendency with which he was concerned. This is done through
the use of the media survey method. And by adapting the content
analysis tool, in both its quantitative and qualitative parts, and providing
an interpretive framework for the implications of those quantitative
results obtained for about 25 Egyptian feature films, based on the theory
of media frameworks.

This study concluded following results:

- The Egyptian feature-length narrative cinema expressed the existential
issues that preoccupied the Egyptian individual and society. Through
an existential hero, he plays a major role, and sometimes more than
one hero.

- Issues towards yearning for freedom, absurdity and loss of meaning,
individualism topped the list of existential issues that preoccupied
the individual and the Egyptian society and for which the existential
hero struggled, and sometimes a single film contains more than issue.

- The Egyptian films showed the existential hero with a number of
characteristics, traits, foremost among which was that the hero was
anxious at a rate of 26%, depressed at a rate of 16%, and rebellious
at a rate of 12%.

- The film treatments varied in the frameworks that governed their
handling of the existential hero and his existential issues between the
conflict framework, the general framework, the specific specific
framework, and the framework of human concerns.

Keywords: hero - existentialism - narrative cinema.
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32-Livingston, Paisley and Plantinga, Carl (Eds), “The Routledge Companion to
Philosophy and Film”, London, Newyork: Routledge, 20009.
33- Stephen Mulhall, “On Film” Second Edition Newyork: Routledge, 2008.
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48-Jean Luc Nancy,”’Evidence du Film: Abbas Kiarostami, Suivi d, une

Conversation entre Abbas Kiarostami ET Jean Luc Nancy transcite Par Mojdeh

Famili ET Tersa Faucon “, un choisies Par Tersa Faucon, Mojdeh Famili et Tessa
Faucon (Bruxelles: Y. Gevert, 2001), p.45.
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52-Bernard F. Deek, translated by: Muhammad Munir Al-Asbahi, **Anatomy of the

Film", The General Organization for Cinema, Syria, Damascus, 2013, pp. 577-578.
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65-Walaa Mohamed Mahmoud, “The Symbol as a Film Language and Its Possibility
to Interpret the Topics of the Folk Tradition: An Analytical Study of the Egyptian
Film, The Second Wife,” research published in the Journal of Architecture, Arts
and Humanities, Volume / Issue 10, 2018.

66-Pierre Bourdieu, translated by: Nazir Jahil, "Symbolic Violence: A Research in
the Origins of Educational Sociology", Arab Cultural Center, Beirut, 1994.
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