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Regulations and media economics
A critique of Saudi Media Regulations influence on Saudi media market.
ALJAID, BANDAR™

Abstract:

Media industry in Saudi Arabia have witnessed rapid development
since the establishment of the Kingdom in 1932. Saudi media advances
correlate with the materialistic improvements in the Kingdom, as result of
enormous oil exportation revenues. Besides, the expansion in; public
broadcasting stations, newspapers, and the founding of the ministry of culture
and information, there was another growth in legislative terms. Since, the
1940s Saudi authorities have issued different media legislations and
regulations. They centered on organizing the Saudi media industry, clarify the
functions of Saudi media, and govern the local and imported media content.
The influence of these regulations on the media market is a fertile research
area.

This study aims to critically analyze the Saudi media regulations. It
intends to explore the influence of this set of regulations on the Saudi media
market. The study used qualitative method as a research strategy.
Specifically, document analysis will be the main research method to analyze
the Saudi media market regulations. The timing of the study is so significance,
especially with the new strategic Saudi vision, called vision 2030.

In conclusion, this study shed light on several important aspects, the
most important of which is that the Saudi media laws and regulations directly
contributed to formulating a balanced media market structure between public
and private sector institutions. The laws and regulations during the previous
decades helped improve the media business environment in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. Finally, it can be concluded that the composition of the Saudi
media market is characterized by continuity, sustainability, balance in
achieving interests, and clarity in procedures to increase and stimulate
competition in the market.

** Assistant Professor, at the Department of Public Relations, Faculty of Communication and Media, King
Abdulaziz University, Jeddah
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