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The Arab press’s treatment of the issue of

normalization with Israel

Abstract:

The role of the media in peace operations varies depending on time and
circumstances. It may play a constructive role by providing legitimacy to
leaders participating in the process, emphasizing the benefits that come from
peace, and humanizing the enemy. It may play a destructive role by doing
the opposite. In light of this, the study seeks to identify the role played by
Arab newspapers in the Emirati and Bahraini normalization agreement with
Israel, and the extent to which their handling of the issue contributed to
strengthening peace, and to reveal the factors influencing this role, through
analyzing the discourse of Arab newspapers representing the countries
(Emirates - Morocco - Palestine- Egypt- Qatar) to allow comprehensive
representation of the supporting and opposing countries, during the period
from August 13, 2020, the timing of the announcement of the Emirati-Israeli
peace agreement, through the announcement of Bahrain’s accession, and
until September 30, 2020, two weeks after the official signing ceremony of
the agreements at The White House, in light of a theoretical framework that
combines the two approaches of cultural analysis and systems analysis with
Building theory The results revealed that there was a disparity in the roles of
the Arab press in the peace process under study, as the newspapers
supporting the agreement played a constructive role and provided a positive
treatment in support of peace with Israel, by focusing on the benefits of
peace, and raising the legitimacy of supporters, in exchange for
delegitimizing the opposition, and spreading optimism. Hope for resolving
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, strengthening the public's desire for peace
and overcoming differences, and helping to change the image of Israel.
While the opposition newspapers played a destructive role in the peace
process, and provided a negative treatment of the agreements with Israel, by
emphasizing the risks and negative consequences associated with them,
raising the legitimacy of the opposition, in exchange for delegitimizing the
supporters, spreading pessimism about the chances of peace, strengthening
existing differences, and enhancing negative images of the Israeli enemy. .
Keywords: Media and peace; Normalization; UAE and Israel; Media and
conflict; Abraham Accords; Building theory; Cultural analysis
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