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The effectiveness of using data journalism in
electronic press coverage at the Egyptian press
“A field study on journalists and the public”

Abstract:

The problem of the study is preserved in revealing the effectiveness of
utilization data journalism in the electronic press coverage of the
Egyptian press, through a field study of a sample of (400) individuals
from the Egyptian public to determine the extent to which data
journalism is useful to the reading public, in addition to conducting in-
depth interviews with a number (15) of those in charge of
communicating with journalists in media institutions and various press
sites to explain aspects of its application, and to monitor the most
prominent challenges and difficulties they face in preparing journalistic
materials and stories supported or driven by data, as well as the skills
required for this. During a period that start on the middle of July 2023
till the end of October 2023. This field study depended on using the
survey method in both the quantitative and qualitative aspects. The
study used the Media Richness theory by monitoring awareness of the
effectiveness of journalism data capabilities and techniques

The results indicate a high interest of the study sample in the journalistic
content published in Egyptian electronic newspapers, which indicates
that this content is characterized by attractiveness, diversity, and
information richness and thus receives the attention of the Egyptian
public. Also result indicates a high interest of the study sample in the
journalistic content published in Egyptian electronic newspapers in a
dense data journalism style, especially one that utilizes illustrations and
various types of static and interactive infographics. Their motivations
for pursuing data journalism in Egyptian electronic newspapers varied,
which was represented by benefiting from the nature of the news
content. presented through this method, along with reasons related to
the attractiveness of the presentation in journalistic content, the motives
for getting used to following journalistic content in the style of data
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journalism, and finally the motives for benefiting from the interactive
properties and influencing others of this journalistic method.

According to the results of the in-depth interviews reveal the diversity
of the level of interest of journalistic leaders in the importance of
strengthening work in the field of data journalism in press coverage.
The results indicate an increasing in the trend of journalistic institutions
towards utilizing this method in the journalistic content published in
Egyptian electronic newspapers while diversifying the areas of
coverage such as utilizing illustrations and types of infographics.
Various static and interactive fields in the economic, financial, stock
market, sports and health fields, that is, fields that include digital
indicators and photographic coverage.

In view of this high interest by press institutions, their senior
management is moving towards raising journalistic competencies
technically and graphically, as well as raising their level of knowledge
of developments in press publishing templates, and issuing instructions
that help in achieving these goals, as the reasons for the study sample
varied in the in-depth interviews related to the interest of press institutions.
This method represents a renewal of the journalistic publishing method, as
well as an increase in its ability to summarize detailed information in a
simplified manner in published journalistic materials.

Keywords: (Data Journalism- Electronic Egyptian Journalism-
Egyptian audience- Communicator)
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