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The Emotional Repercussions of the Exposure to Natural
Disasters Through News Websites and Social Media
Platforms on the Egyptian Public and the extent of their
Realization of the Dangers of these disasters
The earthquake in Syria and Turkey in 2023 AD is an example

Abstract:

The study aims at observing the most significant emotional
repercussions of the Egyptian public's visits to news websites and social
media platforms in times of the natural disasters, especially the 2023
earthquake in Syria and Turkey. The study also focusses on the extent
of the impact of such news on the Egyptian Public’s fears and their
realization of the potential dangers of those disasters.

Both the quantitative and the qualitative methods were adopted during
collecting the data for the media survey by conducting focus group
discussions and a questionnaire. A sample of (300) individuals were
given the questionnaire and the measures were designed to determine
the intensity of their exposure to both news websites and social media
platforms, as well as their motives for this exposure. In addition, it
observes the emotional effect of such natural disasters on the sample,
the level of their fear and the extent of their realization of their danger.
The study concludes that the news websites and the social media
platforms were greatly followed by the study sample and the focused
discussion groups in times of the earthquake in Turkey and Syria in
2023. All the three discussion groups have agreed that the social media
platforms are less reliable than the news websites. Moreover, the
positive emotional repercussions have outdone the negative ones.
Finally, the results have proved that there is a statistically significant
correlation between the Egyptian public's perceived fears of the dangers
of the natural disasters, especially the earthquake in Syria and Turkey,
and their visits to news websites and social media platforms in times of
the disaster.

Keywords: Emotional Repercussions - News websites and Social
media platforms- Natural environmental disasters.
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