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(Watani) newspaper and its position on the issues of
the Egyptian society Historical study (1958-2011)

Abstract:

This study deals with (Watani) newspaper and its position on the most
prominent issues of the Egyptian society during the period between
1958 and 2011. (Watani) is a public newspaper with a special and
clear interest in the Christian and Coptic affairs, and it is therefore
considered an extension of the (Al-Watan) newspaper, which was
published in 1877 and stopped in 1930, and (Misr) newspaper, which
was published in 1895 and stopped in 1966, and (Watani) is still being
published to this day, Sunday morning of every week, as her presence
in this privacy in Egyptian society is required, and represents an
enrichment of pluralism and diversity in the Egyptian press.

Throughout its various decades, and especially during the period of
study, (Watani) newspaper represented the daughter of the historical
period in which it is going through and living, meaning that its
positions represent a reflection of the historical circumstance that
Egypt is going through, politically, economically and socially. In
general, Watani newspaper tends to be moderate in its editorial policy
and to follow a non-extremist moderate policy.

The newspaper did not clash with the political leadership / ruler, as it
used to support the decisions of President Nasser, and it often blessed
his steps and celebrated his speeches and statements. It welcomed
President Sadat, and the difference was not contained in its work
agenda, and if the newspaper was forced to criticize, then its criticism
would be directed at the government and not at the president. It
supported President Hosni Mubarak, especially since the newspaper
was published again during his reign, which witnessed more freedom
of opinion and expression.

The newspaper dealt with a number of the concerns of Coptic citizens
in education and the media. It also paid attention to the issue of
building and repairing churches and freedom of religious belief. It also
dealt with the events of religious tension and violence against Copts,
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and called for national unity between Muslims and Copts, confronting
terrorism, and improving the image of the Copts abroad. The
newspaper was concerned with consolidating the principle of
citizenship, as it interacted strongly with the issue of constitutional
amendments, at the end of 2006 and the beginning of 2007, as it
welcomed the constitutional amendments in their entirety, and
welcomed in particular the amendment of Article "1" of the
Constitution to stipulate the principle of citizenship, and stressed the
importance of the practical practice of the principle of citizenship, It
called for the continuation of the reform process.

Key words :Watani newspaper, Coptic newspaper, National unity,
Nationality unity in Egypt, Facing terrorism, Citizenship principle .
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