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The Effectiveness of the Preachers' Official Pages in
Empowering Them Socially and Shaping Adaptive
Behavior Among the Egyptian Public

Facebook as an Example

Abstract:

The current study seeks to measure the effectiveness of the preachers’
official pages in forming positive impressions about them and
enhancing their social empowerment among the Egyptian public in its
various segments, and to recognize how the respondents who following
those pages affects their socially, cognitively and emotionally
compatible behaviors, and the factors affecting that.

The basic tool for collecting study data represented in the questionnaire
form, whether in printed or electronic form. The questionnaire included
many closed and open end questions, it also included many measures,
the most important of which was the adaptive behavior scales. The
study sample was selected using the purposive sampling methodology
available on Facebook among the preachers' official pages' followers.
The study sample included (451) individuals from the Egyptian public.
The results of the study showed that the respondents were eager to
follow pages with religious content on Facebook in general and the
pages of religious figures “religious preachers” in particular.

The most prominent qualities that the religious preachers should have
to empower them socially with their target audiences through their
Facebook pages are as follows: innovation and flexibility in accordance
with the eternal basics and rules of Islam, lots of knowledge about the
provisions of the Book of God, the Sunnah, the sayings of the
predecessors, and others, then mediation and moderation between
leniency and extremism, followed by general professional and cultural
preparation, and distance from the traditional dialogue.
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The most important factors affecting the adaptive behavior of
individuals in the study sample were represented on the nature of the
topic under discussion and the method of raising it, in second place was
the preacher and his qualities, skills, and self-characteristics that are
convincing and agreeable to followers, then in third place there was the
factor of the psychological and social characteristics of the respondent.
The more exposure the respondents had to the pages in this study, this
led to enforcing the social empowerment of preachers. This reflects the
effect of the social media “Facebook™ in improving the mental image
of both individuals and institutions. The study showed also the
existence of a correlation between the social empowerment of preachers
through their pages on Facebook and satisfaction and reliability from
the receiving audience about the presented content.

By calculating the general index expressing the total (adaptive behavior
scale), the cognitive adaptation dimension came in first place, followed
by the emotional adaptation, and with a slight difference, it came in
third place after the social adaptation dimension. It also became clear
that the greater the exposure to the pages of religious figures “religious
preachers” on Facebook, the higher the score on the scale of the adaptive
behavior dimensions, which can be arranged as follows (cognitive
adaptation, social adaptation, emotional adaptation dimension).
Keywords: the Preachers' Official Pages, Empowering Socially ,
Adaptive Behavior, Facebook.
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