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The American media's coverage of the Palestinian
prisoners issue in the Israeli prisons:
Washington Post as a case study

Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the image of Palestinian prisoners in the
American media by analyzing the content of the Washington Post newspaper.
This study examined the range of articles on the Washington Post website
from January 1, 2013, until mid-2022. This study relied on social
responsibility and framing in its theoretical framework. The study results
showed that the Washington Post used pictures at the forefront of the
illustrative elements in its news at 91.8%, followed by hypertext at 86%, as
the media material contained more than one supportive element in most cases.
This does not necessarily mean that the highlighting elements favored the
cause of the Palestinian prisoners. The study results showed that criminal
terms were used in the first place by 53%, followed by words of violence and
terrorism by 25% in drawing the features of the picture of the Palestinian
prisoners. The American reporter working for the Washington Post came at
the forefront of the sources the newspaper relied upon, with a high rate of
75%, followed by the newspaper’s Israeli correspondent with 19%. Global
news agencies were absent from the news resources that the Washington Post
could rely on to acquire neutral information about the Palestinian prisoners.
Regarding the news frames analysis, the conflict frame ranked first with 30%,
followed by issue-specific and strategic frames at an equal rate of 19.6%,
while the humanitarian framework came in at 16.8%. The focus of the
Washington Post on the conflict frame deprives Palestinian prisoners of
humanizing their cause and framing it from a morality frame point of view.
News journalism reports ranked first in the writing structures of the
Washington Post about the Palestinian detainees with 88%. Regarding the
pivotal figures in its reports about the Palestinian internees, Israeli figures
came first with 51%. Therefore, according to the social responsibility theory,
the newspaper failed to present views equally. The study recommended the
need for Palestinian decision-makers to adopt foreign columnists to defend
the issues of Palestinian prisoners in the Western media. It also suggests that
future scholars should examine this issue from different angles, including the
Palestinian captives suffering from health matters in Israeli jails.

Keywords: Palestinian Prisoners, The Washington Post, Israeli prisons,
content analysis, Social responsibility theory, Framing theory.
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A onetime advocate for peace, Barghouti turned militant, leading
Palestinians through two “intifadas,” or uprisings, against Israel. He has
spent the past 15 years in jail, convicted by an Israeli court of five counts

of murder and membership in a terrorist organization.
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