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The Egyptian youth&#39;s perceptions of Instagram as a
source of news and information and the impact of these
perceptions on their use of it: a field study

Abstract

This study seeks to reveal the perceptions of a sample of young
respondents regarding the use of the Instagram platform as a source
for obtaining news and information, and its effects on the motivations
for their use.

The study employed the hypotheses of the uses and gratifications
theory, and the media richness theory. Its data was collected through a
survey sheet, which was distributed to a sample of Egyptian youth
who are users of the Instagram network, consisting of (300)
respondents in the age group between 18 and 40 years.

The study also employed the focus group tool to examine in more
depth and detail the perceptions of a sample of young people (10
respondents) regarding the Instagram platform, and the impact of
these perceptions on the nature of their use of it.

The results of the study indicated that the higher the positive
perceptions of the respondents regarding Instagram as a source of
information and news, the higher their level of dependence on it for
this purpose, and their use of it to meet their utilitarian and ritualistic
motives.

The results also show the direct correlation between the high volume
of positive perceptions related to the use of the platform as a source of
information and news, the intensity of its use, and the high level of
respondents' interaction with the content published on its accounts and
between its pages, which was also revealed by the results of the
qualitative analysis of the discussion group, which showed that the
respondents who use The platform Several years ago and for many
hours, they had remarkable positive perceptions about the platform's
ability to meet some of their knowledge and information needs.
Keywords: Instagram platform - youth perceptions - motives
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*

The full-text of this Thesis is currently under embargo. It will be available for
download on Wednesday, August 31, 2022.
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