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From Greek to Latin: The Odyssey in Rome

In third Century B.C. Rome, a Greek poet, originally a slave from
Tarentum, named Lucius Livius Andronicus, accomplished the important
task of translating Homer's Odyssey into Latin, in the Italian Saturnian
verse. There had been a debate in ancient sources about the poet and the
poem. Livius Andronicus set the fashion of the art of translation in Rome.
His translation of Homer's Odyssey is the focus of my concern here. This
translation had a great impact on the cultural and literary life of ancient
Rome. It is considered an important step toward a better understanding of
Roman culture at that time, especially in its confrontation with Greek

culture.

I shall not address myself to the linguistic issues of this translation
per se, though important as they are. My aim in this paper is to analyze the
direct context of this translation, to explore its cultural significance and to

explore the way in which the Romans had responded to the Latin Odyssia.
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