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Insect pests in Ptolemaic Egypt: The Case of Locusts and
Worms

Abstract:

Since ancient times, Egyptian farmers have suffered from various
dangers in order to preserve their land and insect pests have been one
of the most important of these dangers. This paper discusses insect
pests in Ptolemaic Egypt. Due to the large number of types of insect
pests and the lack of ancient data to study them all, this paper is
limited to studying only two kinds of these pests, namely locusts and
worms. The paper discusses first in general each type to find out the
extent of dangers it might have caused and, then, it discusses the
efforts of both the Ptolemaic administration and the farmers in
combating them. The paper concludes by studying the effects of
locusts and worms on the amount of production and on the rent or tax
value of the affected land.

Keywords:
Agriculture pests, Insects, Locusts, Worms, Ptolemaic Egypt.
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(2) OGIS 56 (238 B.C.); P.Edfo 8 (3rd cent. B.C.); P.Tebt. | 56 (2nd cent.
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irrégularités de la crue du Nil sur la fiscalité fonciere dans I’Egypte
grecque et romaine (Paris: Editions Cujas, 1971), 21-59.
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Light of the Papyri, 332 B.C.-640 A.D. (Warszawa: Panstwowe
Wydawnictwo Naukowe, 2nd ed., 1955), 459-460; Pieter Johannes
Sijpesteijn, “Petition to the Chief of Police,” Zeitschrift fir Papyrologie
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(12) Ludwig Keimer, “Pendeloques en forme d’insectes faisant partie de

colliers égyptiens,” Annales du Service des Antiquités de 1’Egypte 32
(1932): 129-150.
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