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Interpretation from Persian into Arabic: A Social-

Cognitive Study of the Iranian President's Speech at
the Emergency Arab-Islamic Summit
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Abstract: There is no doubt that interpretation is considered one of the most
difficult types of translation today. In interpretation, the interpreter exerts
utmost effort to convey the speaker's message from the source language to
the target language correctly and within a limited time, taking into account
the speaker's accent and ensuring that the intended impact on the target
language recipient is effectively achieved. In this process, the interpreter
faces several difficulties that require a comprehensive mastery of both source
and target languages, extensive knowledge of the interpretation subject
matter, enhancement of general knowledge, and familiarity with accents and
cultures of countries to overcome these difficulties. In this regard, the current
study monitored several linguistic and non-linguistic difficulties faced by the
interpreter of the Iranian President's speech delivered at the Emergency
Islamic-Arab Summit in Riyadh, which was broadcast by Al-Arabiya
channel on Saturday morning, dated 11/11/2023. The study adopted the
critical discourse analysis approach developed by the linguist "Teun van
Dijk", which focuses on the role of knowledge in critical discourse analysis
as well as the analysis of social, intellectual, and ideological interactions.
The study concluded that there were several difficulties that hindered the
interpretation process, which can be divided into two types: linguistic

difficulties at the phonetic, grammatical, and semantic levels, and non-
linguistic difficulties related to the speaker's speed of speech, interpreter’s
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poor understanding of the speaker’s message, interpreter’s loss of
information, cultural differences between the speaker and the interpreter, and
others.

Keywords: Interpretation, Translation Equivalents, Interpreter's Ideology,
Omission, Addition, Cross-cultural communication.
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