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Transforming a National Identity - How State Policies
and Educational Philosophy Made the Modern Japanese
National Identity after World War 11
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Summary:

This paper examines the hypothesis that the education system that was
formed after World War Il influenced the identity formation of Japanese
citizens. At the beginning of the Meiji era, the Education Constitution was
issued, and Japan tended to import educational theories from the Western
world. Many educational policies were issued that called for strengthening
the value of “love of the homeland” as the highest value for the Japanese
citizen until the period of World War 1l. After the war ended, the Japanese
state adopted a new reform education system based in philosophy on
American directives and teachings. Which led to the erasure of any trace of
instilling the Japanese citizen’s national spirit from the school curricula, and
to the establishment of a new form of absolute individualism.

This paper seeks to monitor these transformations in education policies
while studying the impact that appeared on the concept of identity and its
formations in Japanese society and the change in the pattern of moral values
in the periods before and after World War 1. The study adopts the historical
analysis approach and reading historical documents for various scientific
subjects in the period before and after World War 11.
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