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Hezbollah in Lain America
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Abstract

Hezbollah is one of the key armed groups affiliated with Iran, and its main
arm operating in Latin America and the Caribbean. It involves in forgery,
money laundering, arms and drug trafficking, and human smuggling, and
executing prohibited activities, including its link to terrorism. This study
aims to shed light on Hezbollah's illicit activities in Latin American and
Caribbean countries by focusing on key operational areas. It also, shall
discuss the efforts of regional authorities in confronting such activities. This
article starts with its discussion on Hezbollah's strategy in building cells in
the region and its recruitment of the Arab dispersed. It then turns to illustrate
the organization's illicit activities in the Tri-Border Area, located between
Brazil, Argentina, and Paraguay, pointing out how it has become the party's
most important centres of operations outside Lebanon. Hence, the research
explores the unique relationship between Hezbollah and the Venezuelan
government, analysing their collaboration in illegal trade, showing Caracas'
role in supporting Hezbollah, and facilitating its men in entering other
regional countries. Additionally, it analyses the reasons behind the group
relocating its operations headquarters from the Tri-Border Area to Margarita
Island in Venezuela. The research then studies Hezbollah’s operations in
Mexico, investigating its connections with drug gangs, the collaboration
between them, and their impact on the security of American territories.
Hereafter, the research discusses the most important obstacles facing local
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governments when confronting Hezbollah. At the end, the article concludes
with the most prominent results.

Key words: Iran, terrorism, armed groups, drugs, international relations.
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