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A comparative study of euphemism in Chinese

and Arabic from the perspective of cross-

cultural communication

Abstract:

The long-term friendly exchanges between China and Arab states have
become good friends who treat each other as equals, good partners who
benefit from each other, and good brothers who share weal and woe. In
recent years, the general trend of China's opening to the west and the new
trend of the Arab countries' eastward development go hand in hand and echo
each other. With the comprehensive advancement of the "Belt and Road"
initiative, especially the convening of the first China-Arabia Summit in Saudi
Arabia in 2022, China-Arab relations have been elevated to a new level, and



the cooperation between the two sides in economic, political, cultural and
other fields has become more frequent.

Language plays a huge role in the communication between the two sides,
and euphemism is particularly important as a part of language norms and
moral norms. Therefore, the study of euphemism in Chinese and Arabic has
become a very valuable topic. The research in this area is helpful for
overcoming the difficulties caused by cultural differences in interpersonal
communication and promoting mutual understanding between different
cultures and different ethnic groups. It plays an immeasurable role in
enhancing the friendship and feelings between the Chinese people and the
people of the Arab countries.

This paper mainly discusses and analyzes the similarities and differences
of euphemism in Chinese and Arabic through the comparative study of
euphemism in Chinese and Arabic. From the perspective of euphemism, this
paper compares the similarities and differences of Chinese and Arabic
euphemism from five aspects: greetings, salutations, wishes, thanks, and
apologies, puts forward cultural factors that affect polite expressions, and
discusses the influence of Chinese culture and Arabic Islamic culture on the
expression of euphemism in the two languages, and at the same time discuss
the reasons for the communication errors caused by the differences in
euphemism and the countermeasures to reduce the communication errors
caused by the differences in euphemism.

Key Words: Chinese, Arabic, euphemism, cultural differe
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