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Abstract

Tawfiq al-Hakim, renowned as the “Father of Arab Drama,” published his
renowned work, the play “Men in the Cave,” in 1933. The play is highly
esteemed for its content and form, earning the reputation as a milestone in
Arab drama. In terms of narrative strategy, the author has presented two
intertwined storylines, reflecting his use of absurdity narrative strategy in
existentialist theory. The first storyline follows three male protagonists who
escape from the world upon discovering the ‘“absurdity”. The second
storyline follows a female protagonist who courageously embraces fate and
overcomes time and space in her struggle against the “absurdity”. These two
divergent storylines reflect the author's profound contemplation and
questioning of the predetermined nature of human destiny and the
consciousness of human resistance, with a touch of Sufism.This article
attempts to analyze the narrative strategy and ideological content of the play
using the "Absurdity Theory" of Albert Camus, a renowned contemporary
French novelist, thinker, playwright, and existentialist literary theorist.
Keywords: Tawfiq al-Hakim; “Men in the Cave”; narrative strategy;
absurdity; Sophie mysticism
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