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The aim of this paper is to study the different forms of the present
participle, or the verbal noun, in Ge‘ez and Amharic languages showing its
formation from the verb in various styles in both Ge‘ez and Ambharic. The
paper will also investigate the phonetic changes in languages, the gender and
the numbers and finally, the differences and the similarities in the two
languages. In addition, it will clarify the grammatical connection between the
two languages, as well as the relation of these two languages to the Semitic.
The study of the Present Participle presents to the investigator of
syntactical constructions an especially large and fertile field. The present
participle has a great variety of uses — ranging from the settled meaning of a
noun up to the activity of the verb. The Participle refers to a word derived
from a verb and used as an adjective or a noun, and there is ‘present’ and
‘past’ participle’, which signifies the one who does (the Agent)?. Moreover, it
is the “description is indicative of active, ongoing movements present
tense“*. These participles are inflected for gender, number and case. Arabic*
participles are employed syntactically in a variety of ways: as nouns, as
adjectives or even as verbs. Their uses vary across varieties of Arabic. In
general the active participle describes a property of the syntactic subject of
the verb from which it is derived, while the passive participles describe the
object. The participle is built in all Semitic languages with pattern: fail, and
becomes in Ethiopic with pattern: fa%al®, however, disyllables with long
vowels or diphthong in the first syllable (gabir), of these patterns usually
have the function of an active participle and are widespread throughout the
Semitic languages®. Lastly, the present participle is one of the most important
morphological and grammatical derivations, and its importance is due to its

frequent use. Moreover, the present participle looks like the subjunctive form
either in its formula or its meaning’.
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This paper will be discussing the present or active participle in both
languages; Ge‘ez and Amharic, concentrating on these points:

1- The structure of the present participle in the two languages.

2- The gender and number of the present participle in both languages

3- The meaning and use of the present participle in both languages

The paper will depend on the Bible; Old Testament and New Testament.

In the Abyssinian kingdom once flourished the language commonly called
Ethiopic, it gained , through the tribe by which it was spoken, the position of
being the leading speech in the kingdom, starting from their country of Tigre
and its chief town Axum, and keeping pace with the development of the land
lived on alongside of it merely as vulgar dialects. The Amharic came into
fashion as the ordinary speech of the court and of the officials of the country,
but Ethiopic even then continued to retain its full importance as the literary
language®. So Geez is considered the mother language for the rest languages
in Ethiopia; Amharic, Tigre, Tigrinya. Ge‘z, as it is known, is a Semitic
language, while Amharic, Tigre, Tigrinya are penetrated by Cochic elements,
therefore they are not considered a pure Semitic. Although, there is who
considers Amharic is a Semitic language®.

Ambharic is the main language of the central highlands of Ethiopia and is
official for the Ethiopian state we can date this importance to the restoration
of the Solomonic dynasty in 1270, and Ge’ez, the Latin of Ethiopia, was
preserved and used from when this Dark Age began, in about 800 A.D. to the
present day. From about 1270 on the language of the court was Amharic, and
thus it gradually gained in status when the military camp at the site of Addis
Ababa in the old kingdom of Shoa was chosen as the new capital. Amharic
replaced Ge’ez entirely in administration; though full of Ge’ez words and
phrases®®. However, in its present state it is lacking in some characteristic
Semitic features and those which it displays give one the impression of
having been superimposed on an alien basis. In regard to the construction of
the sentence, while Semitic languages co-ordinate phrases, Amharic
subolrldinates them and, readily encloses a whole period between subject and
verb™.

I- The structure of the present participle:

Participle is derived, as it is mentioned, from the verb, and the verb in
Semitic languages, as well as, in Amharic is classified to: Trilateral roots and
Quadrilateral roots, and both of them are divided into: Ground stem, and
Multilateral stems. But how it is derived? Is the present participle derived
from all categories of the verb in the same way? Is the present participle
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derived from auxiliary verbs in Amharic, or verbs of being in Ge‘ez? Has the

participle got one form or more? We will try to answer these questions as

follows.

1- The present participle from Trilateral verb( strong verb):

Getez:

a) The original vowels of the perfect are universally lengthened, to
distinguish these nouns from the verbs, and therefore the vowels 1 and i
as well as a are separately maintained, seeing that the long vowels 1 and
i never lose their identity in o'2.

The main form of active participle, or present participle, from trilateral
verb, as in Arabic, is formed from the Perfect, and it forms with a in first
syllable, and with the fugitive vowel o in the last syllable, however, the
participle form consists of two syllables:

1- Open syllable consists of the first consonant + the long vowel a. 2- closed
syllable consists of the second consonant + the fugitive vowel a + the
third consonant, it means that the morpheme of the present participle is the
long vowel a after the first radical and the fugitive vowel o after the

second radical, e.g. R&P szdog “just” from the verb RLP sa-da-ga,

PTA gztal “killer” from the verb ®+A ga-ta-la, and the following
diagram clarifies this:

sa-daq

g 4
The morpheme of the formis:  the long vowel the fugitive vowel

This form can no longer be derived from every verb® because this form
lost the value of the rare ancient participle'®, but it still occurs, as in:

AT :ANAA: LAY wa-soma la-kala’ fa-lag ga-yon, “The
name of another river is Geyon™. MA LT R P:Nha0: IR wa-~

yokiin sa-daq ka-ma hata’, “The righteous is not like the wicked”®®.
Besides, this type, sa-daq, is commonly employed in the ordinal number,

from the second number to the tenth number: £°19™ d4-gam “the second”,
YAA salom “the third”, &MNO rabo“the forth”, JI™N hamos “the
fifth”, AL N sadas “the sixth”, ANO saboa “the seventh”, AP s&
man “the eighth”, F*NO ta-so¢ “the ninth”, HYA’C F-sor “the tenth”.
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Although this form attributes to the present participle, we find it with
another type of noun which is not derived from verbs, e.g. AUI™ laham
“ox, cow”, M8 may “water”, Nech, bahor “sea”, NU7Y ka-hon “priest”.

a. a_Guttural roots:
The participle from guttural roots does not differ from the strong roots,

i.e. it is formed in the same formula, e. g. from first radical: IR hato’

“sinner”, from second radical: YWURA sahal “grace”. The third radical:

&2 R rada’“helper”.
1. a. b Roots contain vowels:
We find this type of the participle in the roots which contain vowels,
without any change in the formula sa-dag.

-The vowel in the first radical is: PCA wa -ras “heir” and this form still
uses, like: TP=HYR:PLCN:=10- nawa zontd warss na% “This is the

. 17
heir; come”""'.

-The vowel in the second radicals: @9™ q3-wam “sponsor’.

-Finally, the language does not derive this formula from the third radical
which contains vowel.

The main form in used of present participle in Geez is formed by the form

1NC gabar +i, which is a very ancient demonstrative root'®, It is worth
mentioning that Dillmann® said that the form 7NC must be doubling in

second radical because it is derived from the intensive verb TN, gab-ba-ra,
but he didn’t told us if this doubling pronunciation is omitted when adding
the termination 1 or not!. While Conti Rossini?® mentioned that the form is
not doubled: gatali, and we decline to this opinion to avoid the length of the
syllables.

The form consists of three syllables: 1- A Short open syllable; first
consonant + short vowel. 2- Long open syllable: second consonant + long
vowel a. 3- Long open syllable: third consonant+ long vowel 1. Then the
morpheme of the form is the long vowel a after second radical, and the long

vowel 1 after the third radical, i.e. two long vowels, e.g. MMé&  ga-ba-ri
“workman”, R[N, sa-rabi “carpenter”, 1YL na-ga-31 “king”, <PIFA,
ga-ta-Ii “killer’, &Mé& fa-ta-ri “creator”. The following diagram clarifies
this:

ga-ba-r1
g4
The morpheme of the form is: the long vowel the long vowel
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For instance within the Bible:

A1: @Ak A THANAC: &méh=:  A-na wotd ag-z7ab-hér
fa-ta rirka “I am the Lord, your creator”?:. NA®: & N-F: 92N NP:AP FA,
![(13;?; ,yzg-kﬁ-nl? mas-ka-ya la-ga-ta-17“ “For the man slayer, that he may flee

b.a_Guttural roots:
The participle from guttural roots does not differ from the strong roots, i.e.

it is formed in the same formula, e. g. from first radical: 187 ha-da-g7
“abandoned”, from second radical: WYA, s3-ha-l7 “merciful”. The third
radical: Z& A, ra-da- 7 “helper”.

1-b. b The roots containing vowels: The roots which contain vowels in this
type of the participle do not differ from the formula s4-daqg, i.e. no phonetic

change occurs, therefore, vowel in the first radical is: D&, wa-rasi
“heir”, the vowel in the second radicals is: PR, ma-wa 7T “victor”,
NPL ka-wani “being” (from the verb N7 kona “be, become, exist”),
W P M, sa-y4ti “merchant” and the vowel in the third radical is: TA® ta-
|3-wi“follower”, WérB $a-ya-ti“magician”, £R® ra-’z-yi“seer”.

Ambharic:
The present participle in Amharic is in one form only, which answers the

form MN& ga-ba-riin Geez. But | found the form which answers the form
&P sa-dag in Ge‘ez, for instance:
RERI:AVL:IMAFE DR 2T sadoqan “on-da ha-tia-ta-
ngaw “The righteous is not like the wicked”?,

The verb in Amharic is geminated in second consonant; however, the
language divided the ground stem into two classes: Type A, e.g. NNZ sab-
ba-ra “break”, which is characterized by the lack of gemination of the
second radical in the verb forms other than the perfect. Type B, e.g. & A7
fal-la-ga “wish”, which is geminated in the second radical in the entire verb
forms?*.

The participle is considered the main part of the verb®, and it is derived
from the basic as well as from stems. The form of the participle of the tri-
radicals for type A of basic stem is AN& sa-bari and for type B is £ AL
fal-1ag7 ** However this form of the participle is repeated for the multiple
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patterns, see the diagram below. It will be seen from what has been said that
the syllables of the tri-radical participle and its morpheme in Amharic are the
same in Ge‘ez. The following diagram clarifies this:
sa-ba-r
The morpheme of the form is: the long vowell {he long vowel
For instance within the Bible:
EMEU:AMHANAC ALY  fa-tarin 29-zi-‘ab-hér a-né

naff, “Iam the Lord, your creator”?’.

There are also: AP, la-qa-mi “picker”,

Guttural roots:

Ambharic abandons the gutturals in the verb, but these gutturals turn again
with the derivatives such as participles, especially the root which Ge‘ez
origin, therefore, we find the formula of the present participle is the same in
the ground formula, type sa-ba-ri, as the following:

First radical: the gutturals in the first radical are still in Amharic, but
rarely found, so we find: A, or 13, ha-tami “sealer, printer”,
from the verb dh @™ ha-ta-ma,

Second radical: the gutturals in the second radical disappear in the verbal
root and the first radical is lengthened; however, the guttural comes back
again with the present participle, e.g. N®&, ka-had7 “traitor” is derived
from the verb NB kada “deny”, from the original N2 koh-da, R
sa-fa-fr “writer”, @A ma-ha-r “merciful” from the verb “forgive”, for
instance: PV LB F:AIHLANALCNT:OOhLE  yan grzé gétd
2g-zi--ab-hér sa-mé ma-ha-ri “And the Lordzg)assed by before him, and

proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God, merciful”*".
On the other hand, the guttural can be omitted from the present participle

as omitted from the verb, e.g. AN, 147 “sender” is derived from the verb

AN l4kka “send”
Third radical: the gutturals in the third radical disappear in the verbal root
and the second radical is lengthened, nevertheless, the guttural does not come

back again with the derivatives, i.e. present participle, e.g. @& ma-ri
“leader” is derived from the verb @®¢& mar-rd “lead”, from the original
0 h ma-ro-ha, & fa-ri“fearful” is derived from the verb £ & far-ra
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“fear”, from the original &,CU fa-ra-ha, for instance: £ 4:AM=:N$C fa-
risaw bi-nor “Is there man fearful?”.

The roots contain vowels (w, y):

Ambharic deals with the roots containing w and y in the initial and in the
middle as Ge‘ez, while those containing w and y in the end of the root are
similar to the guttural roots, i.e. the w and y are omitted and the consonant,
which is preceded them, is lengthened.

Vowel in the first radical:

The verbs which have w in the initial are few, while there are no verbs

beginning with vy, therefore, the present participle form is: Mé&& warari

“invader”, is derived from the verb M. wa-ra-ra.

Vowel in the second radical:

The ground stem of the verb which has vowel in the middle is in the form,
i.e. the w or y are diphthong in the first radical, so the present participle form

is: ®MM, g"ami “employee, steady”, which is derived from the verb &d®
gqoma “stand” , TP& n"ari, or 8.6 na-wari “dweller” is derived from the
verb 2, nora “dwell” , OP®E a-waqi “wise” is derived from the verb

0% Q-wa-ga “know”. While there is a verb with y in the middle: ‘2.8
héda “go”, a phonetic change in the participle form occurs, and we will talk
about it later.

Vowel in the third radical:

These roots follow the same rule of roots which terminate with guttural,
i.e. the vowel, w or y, is omitted and the preceded consonant is lengthened by
a , however, these roots are Ge‘ez remnant, while they disappear in
Amharic, as in: N& sa-fi“tailor”, is derived from the verb 14 saf-fa“sew”
(originally: A4.P saf-fa-ya).

Phonetic changes:

The Allomorph is_influenced by a certain _phonemes which is
surrounded, therefore, the assimilation _occurs for some phonemes to
another”.

In present participle form, phonetic changes occur with some consonants
when they meet with the final participle morpheme: “the final vowel 7 brings
about the palatalization of any dental, sibilant, and I, n. The palatal sound
may either preserve the vowel 7, or the vowel 7 may be absorbed by the

palatal sound in pronunciation as well as in writing”go.




The dentals: Which are £ da, * ta, M 7a, will be changed into rough dental
sound, either they preserve the vowel i or vowel less : 2 g, T ¢ b ¢ with
present participle form, e.g. (P wargg, instead of M-8, waradi
“one who goes down”, ...6bw 14 ¢7 “runner” instead of M, r"a #, ay +
m" ¢ “mortal” instead of @t m"a; LPE hiyas “one who goes” instead
of 198 hiyadi

The sibilants: Which are i sa, H za, & sa will be changed into rough
dental sound, either they preserve the vowel ior vowel less : s ;e
& with present participle form, e.g. NANA  kasa, instead of NAN, kasasi
“accuser”, AHH %az3# “commander” instead of AHH, %z3zi

The liquid sounds: Which are A la and T na. The first consonant A will
be changed into semi-vowel £ y, while the second consonant T will be
changed into ™ 7, e.g. AAR salldy “spy” instead of AAA, sallali; APAL
masdy “similar” instead of @PAA, masdi ATIH lammai “beggar”
instead of lammani A%  amafi “believer” instead of AT,  Amani,
Y/ 8 say “painter” instead of YA, sali(from the root WA salla from the
original ~OA sada).

2-Participle from Multilateral stems:

2-a Causative stems:

Ge‘ez

In causative stems, the present participle has two forms:

1- The prefix @ ma, is always applied to the beginning of the stem,
exactly like causative A, and the latter is put aside, without a trace left,

whenever @ has to go in front, and then @™ takes its place. Owing to the
fact that it is the subjunctive and imperfect forms of these stems, the last
syllable has the vowel e*'. Thus the morpheme of the present participle of

causative stem is the prefix @ ma and the fugitive vowel o - or sometimes
the short vowel a* - after second radical. Thus, the form consists of two
syllables: 1- a short closed syllable consists of: the consonant (prefix) + the
short vowel a + the consonant (first radical). 2- Semi closed syllable consists
of: the consonant (second radical) + the fugitive vowel o + the
consonant(third radical), the following diagram clarify this:
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The causative perfect: R11¢ °an-ga-ra
The imperfect the subjunctive
L19C yanagar L£9C yangor
The present participle: mNGR man-gar “speaker”
e ~—

The participle morpheme:  open short syllable (ma)  fugitive vowel ()
Thus, for instances, we find: @291 man-gos “tribute”, @ YAL man-
kor “wonder”, @™ £ 9P mag-dom “chief”’, ™ P+A mag-tal “murderer”.

Gutturals roots:
Under the influence of gutturals, the vowel of prefix ma is lengthened

into &, in the roots which begin with gutturals, for example: TAI™Y
maan “believer, faithful”, @ sh " mahtat “witness”.

While the guttural roots in the midst and at the end follow the rule
without any phonetic changes, as in: @®9PhC mam-har “one who

implores”, IR XK mamsa’ “one who helps to bring”.

Roots containing vowels:
The causative present participle occurs with the roots which begin and
end with a vowel while it does not occur with the midst vowel roots.

-Roots beginning with a vowel: According to the rule, the causative
present participle formation of roots beginning with vowel must be
MmMm-CA maw-ras “heir”. Nevertheless, it does not occur due to phonetic
rule to introduce a diphthongal pronunciation, which is: a + w (vowel less)
=0. This rule “appears throughout in the perfect of trilateral verbs mediae

infirmae”"®, and appears also in participle, as in 9*Z.0 mo-ras, 4L mo-

gar “drill”, 9*7C mo-gar “fumigation”. The following diagram will clarify
this point:
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The causative perfect: h@-ZN *aw-ra-sa
The imperfect the subjunctive
foch yawa-ras PO-Ch yaw-ros
The present participle as a rule: amm-CH maw-ras
The present participle as a phonetic rule: /N moras

-Roots ending with a vowel: Regarding the roots ending with w and v,
they follow the causative present participle rule without any phonetic
changes, i.e. the prefix ma + the fugitive vowel after the second radical of the
root, e.g. @AM matlow “who follows”, P& @ maftow “wish,
pleasant”, &AM madlow “hypocrite”, T*&CL mafray “fruitful”,

a0 (P P marqaoy “sprinkler”. On the other hand, there is a phonetic change
that occurs with the root ending with y, throughout in feminine which is

formed by a closely attached, vowel-less 7, that the foregoing short o

generally coalesces with y and change into 1, e.g. &4+ maf-ri.
The second form consists of the termination 7, either with the previous form,

or the ground stem form + the causative prefix A. It is worth mentioning,
that both forms consist of three syllables. The first is short closed syllable:
prefix either ma or & + short vowel a + the first radical of the root. The
second is short open syllable: second radical + short vowel a, and the third is
long open syllable: third radical + the termination i The following diagram
clarifies this:

R1J¢ an-gari
short closed syllable  long open syllable  long open syllable

m™y7¢4  man-ga-rs

Y O\

a short closed syllable  short open syllable long open syllable
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First form consists of: the prefix ma + the short vowel a after the second
radical of the root + the termination 7 i.e. man-ga-r7, e.g. ™ &M maf-za-
ni “who hastens”, @®°1£¢& mag-ra-ri, @I, mab-k"o-A7 * “who
blows”.
Second form consists of: the causative prefix A + long vowel Z after the
second radical of the root + the termination 7 i.e. an-ga-ri, e.g. ARTIYA,
Ab-h417* who announces”, A°INA, Ag-ba- 7 “traitor”, ANA8, Bk-Azd7
“unbeliever”, ATY A, an-sa- 77 “starter”.

Ambharic:
The causative present participle depends on the ground stem form, and
the difference between two types sabari and fallagi disappears. Thus, the

causative present participle form is composed of the causative prefix A
plus the form of the present participle type B (&AL fal-1a-gi) to generate

the form: A& A1 *-fal-la-gi. However, all the present participle in the
various patterns, ground, causative, reflexive, have the same form (... c1 + S.
V.+Co+ 1. v. a+cs+ 1. v. H®. The form consists of four syllables:

RE. AN a-fal-l3-gi: 1- short open syllable consists of causative prefix >
+ short vowel a. 2- short closed syllable consists of the first consonant of the
root + short vowel a + first doubling consonant . 3- long open syllable
consists of the second doubling consonant + long vowel 4. 4- long open
syllable consists of the third consonant + long vowel i For instances:
AN8Z  baddari “creditor’, ATYWA  Aanssas “agent” (from the root

TWA nassasa). It should be noted that the causative present participle is
rare. Furthermore, there are forms which follow the Ge‘z form, i.e. the first
consonant of the root is vowel-less and the causative prefix attracts the first
consonant to its syllable. Besides, the second consonant is double-less. For

instances: A8 Aw-rads “song leader” (from the root MZL
warada), AMNY arbagi “effective”, RAPN Al-qas “professional
mariner” (from the root A®N laggasa), ATNMN, An-babi “reader”,
AHME  az-mari “singer”, AHMF  Az-mac “commander” (from the
root HO®+t zamata), A4 ad-fievildoer”.



2-b The reflexive-passive stem:
_Ge‘ez

This formation is more frequently used. They do not form any
participles with @® ma*® . In reflexive stems, the present participle has one
form depending on the ground stem form (type 2) plus the reflexive prefix -+
ta, i.e. 't + R{P ta+ sadagi= TR{E . Thus, the form consists of four
open syllables: 1- a short open syllable consists of the consonant of the
reflexive-passive prefix t + a short vowel a. 2- a short open syllable: a first
consonant + a short vowel a. 3- a long open syllable: second consonant +
long vowel & . 4- long open syllable: third consonant + long vowel i.
Nevertheless, this formula is rare, and it appears only as a part of the
derivations. No phonetic changes occur with the gutturals, but there are not
any presents participles derived from the roots which their third radical is

guttural, for instances: +7AMN, ta-ga-sa-si (from the root TNA ga-sa-sa
“touch”), TNYA, ta-ka-hZI7 “possible”, +@PYE ta-ma-ha-ri “student”,
+P Y4 ta-ga-sa-f7 (from the root PWE, qga-sa-fa “beat™).

Roots containing vowel : - The present participle of reflexive-passive is
derived from the roots which contain vowel in the first radical, such as:

+MmAL, ta-wa-15d7“born”, +TMNA, ta-wa-ka-11.
The present participle of the reflexive-passive occurs in few cases, with

the roots which contain a vowel in the second radical as in: FPO®PHR, ta-
ma-wa 7 conquered”,

The present participle of the reflexive-passive is derived from roots
containing a vowel in the third radical without any phonetic changes, as in:

+$TR ta-ga-nayi “servant”, FAPAR ta-ma-sawi (part of the root
@ M ma-sa-wa “melt”).

Ambharic:
The form of the present participle of the reflexive-passive in Amharic is
derived from the ta-stem®’. On the other hand, we find that “Hartmann”®
distinguishes between two forms; the simple form, i.e. without doubling the

second radical, e.g. + + ANZ& ta + sa-bari (which answers the same form
in Ge%z), and the intensive form i.e. with doubling in the second radical =+
+ &A1 ta + fal-l3gZ While “Bai Ymmam™*® and “Leslau™® mentioned one
form only which is the intensive form + + & A%, ta + fal-l#gi; and | think
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the last form is right. Thus, there is one participle form of the reflexive-
passive, which is intensive form, i.e. with doubling the second radical, e.g.
+ &A1 ta + fal-la-gj this means that the formula composed from four
syllables too, but one of them is closed syllable due to the doubling of the
second radical. The following details clarify that: 1- open short syllable:
prefix consonant + short vowel a. 2- closed short syllable: first consonant +
short vowel a + the first consonant of the doubling (second consonant). 3-
Long open syllable: the second consonant of the doubling (second consonant

too) + the long vowel 4. 4- the long open syllable: the third consonant + the
long vowel 7. However, this form follows the phonetic change which

mentioned above, for examples: AT e ta-lam-mac “flexible” (from the
root AA®M lam-ma-fa), T8 ta-kat-tdy (from the root A kat-ta-
la), +ANE ta-sab-bari “fragile”, TPHM, ta-gad-dami “first”, T LN,
ta-dar-r&-bi“complementary’.
The gutturals:

Ambharic abandons the gutturals in the most roots, especially which
contains the second radical or the third radical. Therefore, The reflexive-
passive participle is derived from the roots which begin with gutturals,

especially the consonant A -, but with a phonetic change where the guttural
is omitted and instead of this, the vowel of the prefix < has been lengthened
into 4, e.g. F % tam-mai “honest, devoted”( instead of TR L, ta--am-
ma-ni), FSA tan-nas “younger” ( instead of TAFA, ta-an-nzsi),
FHY taz-z& “obedient” ”( instead of +RHH, ta-hz-za-2J).

The roots containing vowels:

The participle of reflexive-passive from these roots is very rare, thus
we find: +M8 B taw-wa-d3s “loved, dear” +b PE ta-qay-ya-rirelief”.
2-C The causative-reflexive stems:

Ge‘ez
First, the causative-reflexive pattern is not in frequently used, and not

all verbs are formed with it, consequently, the derivation is fewer.
The present participle has, as causative stem, two forms, but both of

them are with prefix @™ ma:




a) ma is applied to the beginning of the stem, exactly like causative A,
and the latter is put aside, without a trace left, whenever @ has to go in

front, and then @™ takes its place. This is because the subjunctive and
imperfect forms of these stems. The last syllable has the vowel e. Thus the
morpheme of present participle of causative-reflexive stem is the prefixes

ao A+ which consist of two syllables: mas-ta, and the fugitive vowel a2, or

a short vowel a if it is derived from type Af\t77£, after second radical.
Thus the form consists of three syllables: 1- a short closed syllable consists
of: the first prefix consonant m + a short vowel a +the second prefix
consonant s. 2- a closed short syllable consists of: the third prefix consonant t
+ a short vowel a + the first consonant of the root. 3- the second consonant +
a the fugitive vowel o + the third consonant, the following diagram clarifies
this:
The causative-reflexive perfect: AN +174 2as-tan-ga-ra

The imperfect the subjunctive

PA+IC ga'stnagar PN+Y91C yastngar
The present participle: aoA+%°1C mas-tan-gar “speaker”’
The participle morpheme: mas-ta the fugitive vowel (2)

It is worth mentioning that the participle is formed with guttural roots
or roots contain @ or ® like the strong root. Thus for instances, we find:
@A +goh(C mas-tam-hor “intercessor”, @PATY A mas-tah-$o5
“inventor”, TPA+ACL mas-tas-ray “who implores forgiveness”,
@ +NP 0 mas-tab-q"o¢  “supplicant”, PATCAL mas-tar-ay
“visible”.

b) Form with the prefixes @0+ mas-ta and the termination 7
(A N+Y°1<4 mas-tan-ga-ri), but it does not occur more frequently*, the
form consists of four syllables: 1- a short closed syllable consists of: the first
prefix consonant m + a short vowel a + the second prefix consonant s. 2- a

closed short syllable consists of: the third prefix consonant t + a short vowel
a + the first consonant of the root. 3-a Semi open syllable: the second



Spallally
18
consonant + the fugitive vowel a. 4-a long open syllable: the third consonant
+along vowel 7 e.g. @ N+& A, mas-taf-so- A7 “delightful”.

Ambharic:
Ambharic has two stems which express the causative meaning: -a-stem,

and “as-stem. While the Ak hs-ta stem (causative-reflexive) is used

mostly in verbs that begin with A A, 0 Q. Besides, it is used in a limited

number of verbs*’. Consequently, the derivations will be limited too.
Moreover, this stem in Ambharic is introduced before the causative stem with

Aie. AN As-ta+ ATNZ “anabbara, and the causative prefix 4% will be
omitted, besides, lengthening the vowel of the first radical of the root into g,

i.e. ANPTLL as-ta-ndb-ba-ra , or the stem is introduced before the

ground stem which is the initial consonant. In that case, after omitting the
guttural, the second radical of the root will be repeated and the first one of

them will be lengthened into & i.e. Al asta + ANA ak-ka-la =
AN+hAA As-ta-kak-ka-la.
Thus, the present participle is formed from this stem by the prefix as-

ta + ground form of present participle, i.e. A\t as-ta + §NE nab-ba-r7,
so the form is composed of five syllables: 1- a short closed syllable consists
of: the first prefix consonant m + a short vowel a + the second prefix
consonant s. 2- an open short syllable consists of: the third prefix consonant t
+ a short vowel a. 3-a long closed syllable: the first consonant + a long
vowel & + the first part of the second consonant. 4-a long open syllable: the
second part of the second consonant + a long vowel & 5- a long open

syllable: the third consonant + a long vowel 7 e.g. AR+TNE *as-ta-nab-
bari “usher” (from the causative verb ATNE, %-nab-ba-ra), Aht+hhe
>as-ta-kak-kdy “hairdresser” (from the root ANA Ak-ka-la), Ah+TIE
’as-ta-nag-ga-g “host” (from the causative verb AT7L -a-nag-ga-da),
AN+TME 2as-ta-ma -ri “teacher” (from the root @, ma-ra from the
original @ YZ moh-ra), AN +88 < as-ta-da-dari “manager” (from the
root AL -hd-da-ra).



2-d The intensive stems:
_Ge‘ez

The intensive stem has four patterns: 1- the first stem 0™
fas-sa-ma, 2- the causative stem A4 AOP ‘a-fas-sa-ma. 3- the
reflexive-passive stem <+£ A0 ta-fas-sa-ma. 4- the causative-
reflexive stem hN+4£ RO °a3s-ta-fas-sa-ma.

The present participle forms of all these patterns succeed the
same rules of the present participle forms of the ground stem and
its Multilateral stems, the details are as follows:
1-The first stem A0 fas-sa-ma :

The present participle form is as the ground stem, but with
the doubling of the second radical, i.e. &, fas-sami
“completed”. The form is composed of three syllables, as the
ground stem, 1- a short closed syllable: the first radical + the short
vowel a + the first part of the second radical. 2- a long open
syllable: the second part of the second radical + a long vowel a. 3-
a long open syllable: the third radical + a long vowel 7, and the
form consists of three syllables, as shown below:

dRM, fas-sa-mi

N,

a short closed a long open a long open

For example: TR& nas-sa-ri“inspector”, B/, qad-da-si“saint”

There are not any phonetic changes that occur on the roots which
contain the gutturals or X @, e.g. AHH, 4z-zaz7; & PN, faw-wZsi “who
cures”, TAdh, nas-sa-hi “penitent”, PTR an-nFwi “fastened”, Z N ras-
sayi “appointed”, UA®R hal-1a-wi “who exist, essential” (from the verb
UAD hal-la-wa “be, exist”).

Another formula of the present participle is derived from the intensive

roots which is without the termination 1 : TNLC gab-bar “workman”, £,4-U
far-rah “fearful”, but it is rarely used.
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2-The causative stem A4, AT °a-fas-sa-ma :
In this stem ma is applied too, and it takes to the subjunctive mode,
exactly like the causative of the ground stem, however, the subjunctive of the

causative intensive is L& RI® ya-fas-sam, and thus the present participle is

a4 9™ ma-fas-sam.. And this participle form consists of three syllables,
as in the following diagram:

m{ x9° ma-fassom

a short open a short closed a semi closed

Again, the roots which contain gutturals or vowels follow the stem rule
without any phonetic changes, except the roots whose last radical is the semi-
vowel y, where the present participle comes in two forms: with y or with the
long vowel 7 for example: @®1& C, ma-nas-sar “spectacles”, £ AC ma-
fak-kor “interpreter”, O™Q9™® ma-am-mad “who acts unjustly”,
a{ M- ma-faw-was “physician”, WL L ma-sar-ray or W ma-
sar-ri“magician”, and so on.
3-The reflexive-passive stem +4£ &9 ta-fas-sa-ma :

The participle form occurs in this stem, but the form comes back to the
ground stem form with a number of roots i.e. without the reduplication in the
second radical. The form composed of the reflexive-passive prefix and the
form of the ground intensive stem, making up four syllables, e.g. +7N& ta-
gab-ba-ri“workman”, the following diagram clarify the syllables:

+10¢ ta-gab-ba-ri

a short open ashortclosed alongopen along open
However, this form is occurs rarely, for example: +0® £, ta-may-ya-ni
“sly”, AN, ta-sab-ba hi“praised”.
4-The causative-reflexive stem Ah+£ A as-ta-fas-sa-ma :
The participle form in this stem is formed such as the causative stem,
i.e. the prefix @™ ma + the second prefix A+ + the subjunctive form, to

become @®f\+71C mas-ta-gab-bar. The following diagram clarifies the
syllables:




ao 4741 C mas-ta-gab-bar
e

a short closed ashortopen ashortclosed asemi closed

However, this form is occurs rarely too, for example: @®A+MEC
mas-ta-fay-yar “augur”, TPA+0°1A® mas-ta-ag-gas  “patient”,
MmA+1LA mas-ta-hay-yal “violent”.

Amharic:
Those intensive stems in Amharic were previously mentioned through

the ground stem and its causative stem, reflexive-passive stem, and
causative-reflexive stem, and that because all stems in Amharic are doubled.

2-e The reciprocal stems:
_Ge‘ez

The reciprocal stem, which contains the long vowel a after the first
radical, has four patterns such as the intensive stem: 1- the first stem NZh
bara-ka, 2- the causative stem ANZN %-bara-ka a. 3- the reflexive-
passive stem NZN ta-bdra-ka. 4- the causative-reflexive stem
AN+NZh As-ta-bara-ka.

The present participle forms of all these patterns succeed the same rules

of the present participle forms of the ground stem and its Multilateral stems.
This can be explained as follows:

1-The first stem NZh ba-ra-ka:
The present participle is formed as the ground stem, and the form

maintains the vowel after the first radical, i.e. NN baraki “blessed”, and
the form is composed of three syllables, as the ground stem, 1- a long open
syllable: the first radical + the long vowel & . 2- a long open syllable: the
second radical + the long vowel a. 3- a long open syllable: the third radical +

the long vowel 7, and the form consists of three syllables, as shown below:
NZh barakr

a long open a long open a long open
For more example: §4%® 2faqi “unbelieving”, §HH, nazazi
“comforter”, Y &rd $§3rari“founder”, MNA'L masani.
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There is not any phonetic changes that occur on the roots which contain
the gutturals or which contain @ or ?, e.g. AP 13hawi “mourner”,
NAh, bala hi “liberator”, YW P& 33-q2y7 “unhappier”, HPL zawa-g7
“who equals”.
2-The causative stem ANZh A-ba-ra-ka:

In this stem ma is applied too, and it is in the present mode, where this
stem has one present mode without distinguishing between the imperfect
mode and the subjunctive mode. However, the present mode of the causative
reciprocal is PNCH ya-barak, and thus the present participle is @®NCH
ma-b&-rak. There is another formula which ends by the termination i
@ NN, ma-bar-ki*?, and both of them rarely occur. On another hand, both
of the two forms consist of three syllables, as shown below:

aNCh ma-barsk @®NCh, ma-bar-ki

! Y N T

ashortopen  along open asemiclosed ashortopen alongclosed along open

For more example: @™§"HH ma-ngzoz or ™GHH, ma-naz-zi
“comforter”, MG && ma-nz-foq “heretic.
3-The reflexive-passive stem +N<Zh ta-bara-ka:

The participle form occurs in this stem, the form composed from the
reflexive-passive prefix and the form of the ground reciprocal stem, thus, it

consists of four syllables, e.g. FN&N, ta-baraki the following diagram
clarifies the syllables:

+Néh, ta-ba-ra-ki
a short open‘m alongopen along open
However, this form is rare too, but for more examples: +AA® ta-sa12q7
“mocker”, TP & ta-wanayi “player”, TP N, ta-wa-rasi “co-heir”.
4-The causative-reflexive stem Ah-+NZh A-ta-ba-ra-ka:
The participle form in this stem is formed such as the causative stem,
i.e. the prefix @™ ma + the second prefix A= + the present form, to become

a A +NCH mas-ta-barak, the following diagram clarifies the syllables:




am A +NCH mas-ta-ba-rak

— « v .

a short closed ashortopen alongopen asemi closed

However, this form is this form is frequent in use, either with reciprocal
stem, or with the ground stem, e.g. @A+ P12 mas-ta-qa-nay “laborer”,
@A+ PCY masta-qzron  “enemy”’, @N+PFA  mas-ta-qatal
“fighter”, @PN+PEMI® mas-ta-gzwom “adversary”, TPA+tlhP
mas-ta-rg-haq  “remover”, @A+&TPTO mas-ta-rzto¢ “who correct”,
MmA+AAP mas-ta-salog  “mocker”, @PA+FAM mas-ta-tzlow
“follower”, @PA+9IPC mas-ta-damar “who joins together”.
Ambharic:

The reciprocal stem in Amharic is considered the third type of the
trilateral ground stem. This type is characterized by the vowel 4 after the first

radical. The vowel of the second is geminated only in the perfect and the
imperfect. Not included are verbs that do not occur in the basic stem. The

basic meaning is then expressed by the ta-stem as in +té®+ ta-rag-q“a-
ta “be naked”, by an + verb as in ATNZ P An-bar-ra-ga “make a very loud

sound”, or by tan + verb as in T YN AA tan-k"al-la-la “drop™**. This means
that the derivations are not geminated in the second radical. Furthermore, this
stem is not formed by ’a-stem, or asta-stem. On the other hand, “Bei
Yammam”™* mentioned that the present participle has ten formations, only
two of which of the type “c”, which: AR &), Aa-daragi and T8, ta-
da-ra-gi. Although, the participle formula is derived also from the ground
stem of type “c”, it is not derived from ’an-stem or tan-stem.

1-The ground stem NZh ba-ra-ka:

The present participle is formed as the ground stem, and the form
maintains the vowel 2 after the first radical, i.e. NZN baraki “blessed”,
and the form is composed of three syllables, exactly like the Ge‘ez form, 1- a
long open syllable: the first radical + the long vowel 4 . 2- a long open
syllable: the second radical + long vowel a. 3- a long open syllable: the third
radical + a long vowel 7, and the form consists of three syllables, as follows:

NZh barakr

v A

alongopen alongopen  alongopen
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For more examples: §4% nafaqi “unbelieving”, THH, nzzazi
“confessor”, Wérd, $3-rari“founder”, ™AL masani, Mé&N, mara
ki“attractive”, I8 ga-rag “hangar”, INH “host”.
2-The causative stem ANé&N, B-ba-ra-kis

The present participle form in this stem consists of four syllables, as
follows:

AN&N, B-baraki
ashortopen alongopen alongopen  along open
But it is not frequently used, e.g. ANND 2-bakan “wasteful” (instead
of ANNYL A-bakani).
3-The reflexive-passive stem +NZN, ta-ba-ra-ki:

The present participle form in this stem consists of four syllables, as
follows:

+Nén, ta _&1_&’* ]
a short open  along open Iong open  along open
The participle in this stem is frequently used, e.g. TAAM, ta-sa-lami

“pilgrim”, PAARE ta-sz12q7 “laughing stock”, +AIE ta-Sagari
“transitive”, T PP, ta-qa-wa-mi “opponent”, +FAL ta-talay “dupe”
(instead of +FAA, ta-ta-la-1i), +h& L ta-kafay “participant”(instead
of +Ph&A, ta-kafali, +INW ta-gabz “guest for a meal” (instead of
+JINH, ta-ga-bazi).

The quadrilateral stems:

Ge‘ez

The quadrilateral stem is like the trilateral stem; it has the ground stem,
the causative stem, the reflexive-passive stem, and the causative-reflexive
stem, in addition to the reciprocal stems. However, the present participle
form is derived in the same way and according to the same rules which were
in trilateral stems. The present participle form occurs frequently with the
ground stem, and the causative stem, but it is not derived from the reflexive-
passive stem:




1- The ground stem:

The present participle is derived from the ground stem of the
quadrilateral in the type A8 % sa-da-qj; i.e. the long vowel Z after the third
radical in quadrilateral + the long vowel 7 after the last radical, to become
LI*AA, dam-sasi“destroyer”, and the form consists of three syllables, as
follows:

L£9AN, dam-sa-si

a short cfm Ionglopen a long open

No phonetic changes occur in the roots which contain guttural or vowels,
except if the second radical is guttural, the first radical will be lengthened
and this occurs with the root and its all derivations. Examples of the present

participle of the ground stem are such as: £%29 dan-ga-di “terror”,
LVPP® dan-gawi “deaf’, V& IFA, gaf-ta 7 “upseter”, TANMN, gal-
babi “wrapper”, MU&N, mah-raki “robber”, MY FR man-tFwi
“twin”, MCHPE mar-Gwi“groom”, PHPM, qat-qa-ti“grinder”.
2- The causative stem:
The present participle is derived from the causative stem of the

quadrilateral in the type @491, man-gar, but with a short vowel a after the

first radical, to become @®£9™AN ma-dam-sas “destroyer”, and the form
consists of three syllables too, as follows:

an P go A ma-dam-sas

a short open  ashort closeg a semi closed

No phonetic changes occur in the roots which contain guttural or the roots
which contain @ or © , except if the second radical is guttural, the first
radical will be lengthened and this occur with the root and with its all
derivations. Examples of the present participle of the ground stem are:
P20 ma-dan-gad “terror’, L4 L& & ma-fad-fad “major part”,
MY e mag'an-doy “who delays”, @®TAAI1l ma-gal-bab

“wrapper”.
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Amharic:

The quadrilateral stem in Amharic is like in the Ge‘z; i.e. it has the
ground stem, the causative stem (-a-stem and -a-sa-stem), the reflexive-
passive stem, and the causative-reflexive stem, in addition to the reciprocal
stems. However, the present participle form is derived in the same way and
the same rules which were in trilateral stems.

1- The ground stem:

The present participle is derived from the ground stem of the
quadrilateral in the type R8® sa-da-q7 i.e. the long vowel Z after the third
radical in quadrilateral + the long vowel 7 after the last radical, to become

h&h4 kaf-kafi “compacted”, and the form consists of three syllables,
similar to Ge‘ez. Examples of the present participle of the ground stem are:

£IMNE dan-bari“bolted”, TCIAE gar-ga-ri“hustled”, LIPAR dam-
sas“destroyer”, M P 6be gat-gac “blacksmith”
2- The causative stem:

The present participle is derived from the causative stem of the
quadrilateral in the type ARC&LE “a-dar-ra-gi, or ARNLLCELLE as-dar-
ra-gi, “ and both of the two forms consist of four syllables, as follows:

hR&C41 Ca-dar-raqi  ANRCET as-dar-ragi

a short open a short closed a long open a long open ashort closed ashort closed a long open a long open

Examples of the present participle of the causative stem (two forms) are:
A1CI¢  Ca-gar-gzri “hustled”, ANNANR  a-bas-bas “decayed”,
RN YHE cas-man-zari “who changes money”, ANNANE as-kal-
kay “wrapper”, Aha™hI% a-mas-gan “Grateful”,

3- The reflexive-passive stem:
The participle form is as the previous formula in addition to the reflexive-

passive prefix = ta, and its syllables are four in number such as the causative
form, for example, ++CAM, ta-tar-g"4mi “translator’, TMLCPL ta-
war-wazri “Thrower”, PTO@HPH ta-wazwis “swing”, TPNPA ta-
qas-qast “Arousal”,FACNE ta-sar-sari “drill”.




Il The gender and number:

Ge‘ez

-The gender: Geez knows, like the rest of Semitic languages, only the two
genders; masculine and feminine®™. The masculine has no specific
termination, while the feminine has various terminations*’. The termination

F is applied to the present participle to become feminine form. It occurs in
all the types of the present participle; 124 na-ga-ri, 9°1C, na-gar, +124
ta-na-ga-ri; @®Y°1C man-gor, A4 ‘an-gari ®A+Y°1C mas-tan-
gor, AV t194  as-tan-gari However, we find the feminine form as the
following: R8eT sa-dzq#t “just (f)”, MN&F ga-barit “workwoman”,
+1NZLTF  ta-ga-bzri, @ONCE mag-bort, A°INET  ag-ba-rit,

ao {9 N CF mas-tag-bart, ANFINET Bs-tag-bari.

-The number: in the plural form, Gez, like the singular, distinguishes
between the masculine and the feminine by the termination an for masculine
plural, and the termination 4t for the feminine plural. It is worth mentioning
here, that these terminations occur if the participles are used as an adjective,
eg. R8P sa-dzqan “righteous (plural m.)”, and RKBP+F sa-dzqa
“righteous (plural f.). However, when all formations with the termination 7,
take the plural terminations an and at, the 7 must be hardened into the semi-
consonant y before the terminations and the 7 will be disappeared, and that
occurs according to the phonetic rule which does not allow the vowels
meeting (7and &). The following diagram clarifies this:

Me ga-bari
/\
INCLETY ga-bar-ya MNCLe+ ga-bar-ya

Thus we find: +022 2% ta@agasyan (plural m.) and +09/~ 0+
taagdsya (plural f) “Patients”, O®&h % maf-tah-yan (plural m.) and
a0 &} h P maf-tah-yat (plural f.) “Openers” and so on.

Another plural form occurs with present participle that is called
“collective form”. The collective form depends, in its structure, on the inner

vowel-change in addition to the prefixes and suffixes. This collective form is
applied when the participle is used as a substantive not adjective. The

collective form which is applied here is the type: T7C+ na-ga-rat, e.g.
17/ % na-ga-sat “kings”, RNF sa-ra-bat “carpenters”, PF+AT ga-ta-
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lat “killers”. It is worth mentioning here that this plural form occurs with the
ground stem only.
Ambharic:

-The gender: Amharic nouns are treated as masculine or feminine, and the
masculine-feminine treatment is normally not marked by a gender marker
attached to the noun. Instead, the distinction in gender is indicated by the
gender of the definite article, the gender of the demonstrative pronoun, the
gender of the verb referring to the noun, or by the gender specifier*®. While

in some nouns and adjectives the feminine termination “ is preserved from
Geez. Some active participles likewise preserve the Ge%z feminine F as in

0PN, %-qzbi“guard”, the feminine is 0PN+ a-qabi. Thereis also
the feminine termination & which occurs with an adjective, not only is the
feminine grammatical gender denoted but also nominalization of the
adjective with the meaning “the one, this one" is observed®. It seems from
what has been said that most of the present participles in Amharic have no a
definite feminine mark, but the feminine is determined by the definite article,
or the verbs, or the context.

-The number: Amharic does not distinguish between the masculine and

feminine in the plural form. The plural is formed by adding 0T 6¢¢ to the
last consonant of the singular™. If the singular ends with a consonant, this

last consonant will put in 7 order and then the F & will be added, e.g. M7
bét in plural MbFF baadce “house”™. If the singular ends with a vowel, the
vowel may be omitted and be replaced by the vowel of suffix 6 , e.g. 13

ga-ta in the plural 7%+ ga-toce “master”, or the vowel may be retained,

Ve—yyv

e.g. @A wos sz the plural is: @=AF wassoce “dog”.
It is well known fact that all the types of present participles have a vowel
ending which is 7. The plural is also formed by oc¢¢ , but a semi consonant y

or w is used between the noun and the suffix, e.g. A& sa-ha-fi, the plural
is; AhdPTF  s-pafiwoce, or RM&PF  sa-hafryoce “writer”,
AMNT, arbagi the plural is: AMNLPF arbagiwace, or
AmNLCF carbagryoce “effective” , TOPYL ta-ma-hari
+mMYLPF ta-ma-hariwaee or +ARY LT ta-ma-hariyace
“student”, and so on.



111 _The meaning and use the participle:

The present participle refers to who does the act®”. Furthermore, the
present 3participle denotes the present tense and this occurs through the
context®. The present participle can be denoted, like Arabic, by the passive
participle or the noun type MM, C ga-bir. However, the present participle is
used as a substantive, or an adjective.

-The present participle as a substantive:

The present participle is may be used as a substantive. If the present
participle refers to a job e.g. painter, carpenter...etc. or signifies the
circumstantial accusative, it will be a substantive, for instance,

- MISE LN MP MmN IT MDA L I:NT AL wa-
na-daf-yan ba-ya-ma-no-mia wa-ba-da-gamo-ma  wa-wa-sat-yan ba-mo-
sa-fa “They were armed with bows, and could use both the right hand and
the left in hurling stones and shooting arrows out of a bow”*. In this
instance, the present participle refers to the verb “throw” and its agent

“thrower”. MZBALT:NPFA wa-ra-da2yan ba-gatl “helpers of the
war’®, MTNL:TR2:NPU:00 wa-gab-ra nogis kiryahd %da
“And the king made of the almug trees
na: 32 +:N6e:0N:LATHP: ka-ma haf-ra-ta sa-ra-qi sé-ba yo-
%h-zii  “As the thief is ashamed when he is found™’.
MEATOP:ANL+:1IY: wa-yosom-Swo ab-yata na-ga-s7 “and
give ear, O house of the king™*®. @AIPH: AL F:NHIT: 19@®-P7: wa-
om-zo “a-fé&nid bo-zid-ha-na na-‘aw-ya-na “and give ear, O house of the
king™?. RL&NA:LAN:HTNA: 2yobal fa-lasi za-ga-ba- “Neither let
the son of the stranger, that has joined himself"®. £@9, M:
ANAL PNt hAT:REPT yomir.. la-ka-had-yan was-ta ho-
|Fnd sad-gan “to turn ... the disobedient to the wisdom of the just™®.
TN:ARLZAN:ALEY  ha-ba i-yo-rak-bd sa-ra-qi  “where no thief
approach”Bz.

-The present participle as an Adjective:

The adjective is the function which the most commonly used for the

present participle, for instance: ATH.ANduC:00hZ:MmAPN+UYA:
‘2g-zi-ab-hér ma-hari wa-mas-ta-sahal “The LORD God, merciful and
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gracious, longsufferingh”®. EHF BT WEP: yozansd z&na san-navya
“that bring tidings of g&”m.
- Other forms referring to the present participle :

There are other forms used as the present participle:

-Passive participle:

The passive participle may refer to a present participle, e.g.
DV A:LNDY: wanosi-ha ys-ka-wan “and shall pronounce him
clean”®. @K RNV 0M.LY: wa-ma-so-°d ha-bé&hd S-wiran “And

the blind came to him”®,

-Relative pronoun H za + the imperfect:

This expression is commonly used in Ge‘ez. It refers to the doer of the
act, or to the adjective, for instance: @I M h:HR LRI :ARNLIA:
wa-hot-’0 za-yo-rad-°0-ma la-ss-ra-2é “nor any helper for Israel™®’.
MLNHY: hHN:104%  wa-ysba-zoh hazb na-da-fii “And a very great
multitude spread”®. 2OPKK: HRERAVOL:ATPLVLP: yoma-so° za-

yo-san- a-ni “asm-dah-réya “There comes one mightier than I after me”®,
AA: 799+ AOA:AA8-1:00 L8 P: °a-la tadé Fni |& Sla a2dig
doY-wan “That ride on white asses””°. AN LHIPE:NOTH.&F:  l-la
yozém-rigba- on-zFra “the singers with musical instruments”’*.

Ambharic:
The participle is a verbal noun, and an adjective, but commonly used as
a substantive. It usually expresses an agent’>. The present participle in

Amharic may be qualified by an adjective or by a noun, e.g. @MJd: I8
wattdt ta-gdy “a young fighter”’>. Moreover, the present participle may be
qualified by the construction state either the Ge‘ez pattern e.g. AN1N:N&

lab-sa sa-f7, or the Amharic one e.g. PANN:AL: ya-labs sa-f7 “tailor”™”.
On the other hand, the present participle in Amharic may govern a direct

object e.g. ND-:M8E saw wa-dag “one who likes people”, or an indirect

object e.g. ANk: FHW:TNC lab-batitaz& nab-bar “he was obedient
to his father”. In addition, the present participle expresses an event that will

be happen if it is followed by 7@ naw e.g. £U:NF:4.&N:10 yoh ba
faras naw “this house will be destroy”’. This means that the function of the




present participle here is parallel to the verb function; either in the present
tense or in the future tense, exactly as in Arabic language.

-The present participle as a substantive:
The participle is used, as it is mentioned, as a substantive, for instance:

R ML ANACI: A :AD: DL TR TLM T,
£1214m:1NC: *a9-zi--ab-hAérm ma-sén saw ka-wa-dag “an-da-min... yo-
na-gag-ga-raw nab-bar “The Lord spoke unto Moses ... a man speak unto
his friend”"®.

-The present participle as an Adjective:
The adjective is the function which most commonly used for the present

participle, for instance: ATH.ANAuC:@hé  5g-z7ab-hér ma-hari
“The LORD God, merciful”’”’.

-The present participle in the construction state:
This case answers the case in Geez which is composed of the relative

pronoun + the imperfect, for instance: PNGAT"HM &: L4 NC ya-

ba-Flin zam-maré yam-ma-rd nab-bar “the singers with musical

instruments” '°.

The conclusion

After this description, we conclude the following:

1-  Ge‘ez has more than one form of the present participle, while
Ambharic has only one form which is repeated in all stems.

2- In trilateral ground stem: The present participle forms in

Ge‘ez are the type K% s3-doq which is the simple form,
the type 1NC gab-bar which is the intensive form, and the
type Mé& ga-ba-riwhich is the one that is commonly used.

3- The present participle forms in Amharic are the type K%
sa-daq which seems that it is Geez influence, and the type
1< ga-ba-riwhich is the main formula.

4-  The formation type 1Né& ga-ba-ri is still preserved in the
Multitrilateral stems either in Ge‘z or in Amharic, for
example: in Ge‘ez A°INA, 4ag-ba-7% +1NAK Ta-ga-ba-7 ,
AN+°INA, ‘as-ta-g-ba-’. While in Amharic: AH™Z az-
ma-i +8&N, ta-dar-ra-bi, Kh+5NE as-ta-nab-ba-ri.
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However the main formation of the present participle of the
Multitrilateral stems, in Gez, which begins with the
causative prefix A 4, is formed by the prefix @™ ma and the
subjunctive mode, e.g. @®%¥°1C man-gar, ®A+Y°1C mas-
tan-gar.

The present participle occurs with the verbs of being in
Ge‘ez; hPL ka-wa-ni and UARE hal-lawi but it does not
occur with the auxiliary verbs in Amharic.

The present participle, in Ge‘z, is derived from the verbs
containing gutturals or vowels without any phonetic changes.
In Amharic, phonetic changes occur with some consonants
when they meet with the final participle morpheme. Where
the final vowel i brings about the palatalization of any
dental, sibilant, and |, n. The palatal sound may either
preserve the vowel 7, or the vowel 7 may be absorbed by the
palatal sound in pronunciation as well as in writing.

Ge‘ez and Ambharic agreed to the formula of the present
participle, as well as the stems which the present participle is
derived.

There are stems in Amharic | did not mention it because
there are not stems in Ge‘ez meet with. These stems are
causative stem: AN&A? -as-fal-la-ga, causative-reflexive
stem A1 A7 ‘an-fal-la-ga, reflexive-passive stem +%14 A1
tan-fal-la-ga, and the geminated stem which repeats the
second radical £AA17 fa-lal-la-ga.  But the present
participles which are derived from these stems follow the
same rules of the present participle formula.

Again Geez and Amharic agreed to the gender, where the
masculine has no definite mark, while the feminine has a
definite termination which is #. However Amharic considers
this feminine termination as an influence of Gez. Thus the
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present participle in Amharic has no definite feminine mark,
but the feminine is determined by the definite article, the
verbs, or by the context.

The collective in Geez distinguishes between the masculine
and the feminine, as the rest of the Semitic languages. The
termination of the collective masculine termination is a%,
and the termination of the collective feminine is a#

The collective in Amharic does not distinguish between the
masculine and the feminine, thus the collective termination is
PF woc,

The common use of the present participle in both Ge‘ez and
Amharic is a substantive meaning.

Also, both Geez and Amharic use the present participle as an
adjective.

Ge‘ez use the relative clause (the relative pronoun H za + the
imperfect) as a present participle, e.g. HPON, za-ya-‘a-bi
“glorious”.

Amharic use the construction state as a present participle,
e.g. P™YA ya-ma-hal “interior”.

Finally, it is necessary to study Amharic language according
to the Ge‘ez background.
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Appendix The table of the phonetic symbols:

The Consonants

The Ethiopian

The phonetic

The Ethiopian

The phonetic

Sound symbol Sound symbol
U h ® W
A | 0 ‘
h h H z
an m P y
w S £ d
l r 1 g
0 S Mm t
h 3 b &
¢ q A P
n b A ’
n Vv n Kk
+ t h h
+ ¢ % s
"1 h B d
1 n £ f
b fi T p

- The vowels
a
u
1
a
e
Fugitive vowel )

(@]




