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The Eloguence of : The Language of Stones
Monumental Architecture Description and its

Grammatical Patterns
Abstract

Monumental architecture description is paramount across various
fields, including history, archaeology, architecture, and tourism. It has
diverse applications in historical and artistic documentation of buildings and
their restoration, research, education, tourism promotion, cultural awareness,
and material heritage preservation. A significant challenge, nonetheless, lies
in the lack of comprehensive guidelines for the elements of describing
architecture in conjunction with its methods, and grammatical aspects.
Moreover, studies exploring the role of rhetoric in architecture description
are scarce. The common division of description into objective and subjective
types, aside from their binariness as an opposite category, is insufficient to
explain the multiple possibilities of describing the same building when the
description is objective. The research is, consequently, concerned with how
the objective description of a building can be both precise and inclusive
without prolixity, and how the essential description of a building can be
promotional and appealing without excess or falsification. This research,
hence, aims to address these gaps by investigating architecture description,
It as well as its elements, grammatical aspects, and rhetorical features.
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examines a sample of six sources that describe Sultan Hassan Mosque and its
School.

The research aims to do the following: (a) extract the elements of
architecture description from the research sample, (b) provide additional
divisions of description to reveal its nature and methods, (c) examine the
relationship between the elements of architecture description and the
sentence’s grammatical patterns, (d) explore the role of rhetoric in enhancing
description and solving some of its problems, which can be termed “the
rhetoric of architecture description,” (e) identify factors that undermine
rhetoric, such as redundancy. The research employs a descriptive approach
focusing on the linguistic and semantic levels within the framework of the
Systemic Functional Linguistics theory (SFL). SFL is centralized due to its
focus on language functions and the semantic aspects of grammatical
structures. The research findings indicate that the purpose of the description
determines its nature, methods, and rhetoric. Certain grammatical structures
and patterns, in addition, are found to be almost always associated with
specific architecture description elements. The findings also highlight
general and rhetorical criteria that contribute to improving the description,
facilitating learning about it, and evaluating it without sidestepping its artistic
dimensions.

Keywords: Architecture description, Sultan Hassan Mosque and
School, Systemic Functional Linguistics, rhetoric of description, existential
verbs, descriptive verbs, redundancy.
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