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Difficulties in Translation of Cultural
Concepts from Arabic into Farsi
A Sociocultural Approach to Selections from Novels
Written by Naguib Mahfouz

Abstract

: Having witnessed theorist discussions and debates throughout the
twentieth century due to the fact that it serves as the only avenue leading to
communication with, understanding and accepting others, it can be
established beyond doubt that the translation process is extremely
complicated and difficult for translators as a result of the sociocultural
characteristics and differences found in each language. Therefore, this Study
seeks to identify the sociocultural concepts found in the Farsi translation of
certain novels written by Naguib Mahfouz and constituting a challenge and
an obstacle for an Iranian translator during the rendering process. As part of
addressing these difficulties, the Study relied on the sociocultural approach
adopted by the Englishman Peter Newmark, which emphasizes the linguistic
and cultural context during translation as decisive factor, and addresses
translation in light of common characteristics between the source and target
language.

The Study concluded that translators did not consider some aspects of the
source text, especially in terms of structures, popular phrases, and colloquial
insinuations. Accordingly, and to ensure the writer's intentions are accurately
rendered and the sociocultural concepts are accurately conveyed, it would
have been better to refer to a native speaker of the source language,
especially one who has lived at the time in which this novel was written.
Likewise, the researcher also finds it important that an Iranian translator who
renders from Arabic develop the cultural characteristics of our Arabic
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language, which might change based on trends and attitudes and that they

should also avoid formal equivalence as part of the rendering process to

ensure reader's acceptance and satisfaction with the source content.

Key Words: Naguib Mahfouz, Cultural Concepts, Cultural Translation,
Sociocultural Theory of Peter Newmark, Cultural Equivalent.
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17 NEWMARK, Peter, A Textbook of Translation, 8th ed., Edinburgh,

Lonaman, 2003.
- The Interpretation of Cultures,1973



