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El Abencerraje y la Hermosa Jarifa
(An anonymous Spanish novella of the mid16™ century)
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Abstract:

This research hypothesizes that Morisco literature is an area of cultural
intersection and a literary and artistic connection, which belongs to that
period of time where Andalusia moves from Arab’s rule to Spaniards’ rule,
with all that this period bears in terms of transformations and changes, and
then cultural intersections on several levels. Artistic characteristics that make
it a link that invests what the Andalusian literary production has reached to
join it with the Spanish culture that will build on it and add to it. With what
this literature represents the cultural convergence where the two identities
coexist and the two cultures merge. Andalusian and Spanish in a
sophisticated way that the political level failed to achieve, but rather tried to
destroy.

Through the analysis of "The Tale of Ibn al-Sarraj and the Beautiful
Sharifa" the study explores the features of that very specific communicative
context, taking cultural criticism as its approach. Because it is an approach
that, in addition to revealing the aesthetic dimensions of texts, is concerned
with exploring their cultural dimensions as well, including ideologies and
political, social, economic and other factors. In addition to its interest in
different types of texts - not just the elite ones - such as popular and
marginalized texts, and minority literature, and what these texts can reveal in
terms of implicit cultural patterns in discourse.

Keywords: - Morisco literature - The tale of Ibn al-Sarraj — The Morisco
story
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