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The Tools of Western Civilization in Fukuzawa
Yukichi’s Travel Notes - Focusing on "'Seiyo
Jijo" and "'Seiyo Ryoko Annai'" -

Dr. Hassan Kamal Harb (Cairo University)

Abstract:

One of the challenges that Japan faced in the 19th century was how to
react and accept the impact of western military power and civilization. In
particular, Japan was forced to face new order and knowledge which were
completely different from those in traditional Japanese society, specifically
modern natural sciences such as Western medicine, physics, astronomy and
mathematics, which differ from Japanese traditional literary knowledge
which has taken root in the hearts of the Japanese. There was an area in
which thinkers of Enlightenment could play an active role. Among them,
Fukuzawa Yukichi (1835-1901) who is considered one of the representatives
of Japanese modernization. The influence of Fukuzawa, from the end of the
Edo period to the Meiji period, has been extensive in education, economy
and politics. He played an important and comprehensive role in shaping
modernization in Japan.

This paper is an attempt to grasp a characteristic of Japanese
modernization by tracing the Fukuzawa’s methods of introducing the tools of
civilization to the Japanese in his writings "Seiyo Jijo" (1866)and "Seiyo
Ryoko Annai"(1867). The author examines these travel notes, tracing
Fukuzawa’s interests in tools of modern civilization. In addition, the author
explores the criteria of Fukuzawa in introducing these tools to the Japanese,
and his evaluation of the western civilization in general.

This study is divided into two chapters. In the first chapter, the author
summarizes the previous studies concerning the travel notes of Fukuzawa,
specifically the ones that dealt with his evaluation of the tools of modern
civilization. In the second chapter, the author examines Fukuzawa's views of
the West in his writings, namely “Seiyo Jijo”, and “Seiyo Ryoko Annai”.

By examining Fukuzawa's introduction of the tools of modern civilization,
using unique illumination methodologies, a characteristic of Japanese
modernization at the end of the Tokugawa period and the beginning of the
Meiji period will be clear. The first characteristic of Fukuzawa
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enlightenment is the fulfillment of the requirements of Japanese society on
introducing new knowledge. The second characteristic is that Fukuzawa was
acting in line with his own beliefs during this period, despite his position as a
bureaucrat in the government. The third feature is the variety of Fukuzawa’s
information sources. He did not depend only on his travelling notes, but he
also western books in order to make sure of the correctness of this
information.

Keywords :

Western Civilization, Travel Notes, Fukuzawa Yukichi, “Seiyo Jijo”, “Seiyo
Ryoko Annai”, Enlightenment
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